
WEBVTT 

 

1 

00:00:33.230 --> 00:00:34.670 

NorCOG: No idea this part. Okay. 

 

2 

00:00:35.510 --> 00:00:37.567 

NorCOG: there we go, ready to go. 

 

3 

00:00:40.190 --> 00:00:41.539 

NorCOG: Hello, everyone 

 

4 

00:00:42.495 --> 00:00:44.974 

NorCOG: I'd like to welcome you to this meeting. It's 

 

5 

00:00:46.570 --> 00:00:52.659 

NorCOG: It's a Norcog meeting for the people who don't know what that is. 

It's a North Shore Council of Governments, which is 

 

6 

00:00:52.920 --> 00:01:01.179 

NorCOG: a group that functions within the within the town of West Monroe 

town of Constantia, village of Cleveland, and the village of Central 

Square. 

 

7 

00:01:01.460 --> 00:01:06.540 

NorCOG: and we just try to deal with issues that are common amongst all 

of those 

 

8 

00:01:06.850 --> 00:01:08.860 

NorCOG: communities on the North Shore. 

 

9 

00:01:08.970 --> 00:01:16.609 

NorCOG: I know a lot of you are here to hear about the Wetlands law, 

which is going to be a presentation. But we do have to have a a regular 

business meeting. 

 

10 

00:01:16.830 --> 00:01:22.469 

NorCOG: and we're going to try to get through that as quickly as 

possible. And you see that on the agenda. 

 

11 

00:01:23.120 --> 00:01:23.815 

NorCOG: and 

 

12 



00:01:25.150 --> 00:01:28.419 

NorCOG: that's I won't say much more. But the people up here I'm 

 

13 

00:01:30.790 --> 00:01:31.830 

NorCOG: are 

 

14 

00:01:32.240 --> 00:01:37.960 

NorCOG: voting members of Norcon. There's usually 2 from each one of 

those 4 municipalities that I mentioned. 

 

15 

00:01:37.980 --> 00:01:41.840 

NorCOG: We can introduce them as Frank Tomino, on the right, Dale, Mahar. 

 

16 

00:01:44.310 --> 00:01:50.950 

NorCOG: Vern, Sun Sunset, and Randy House and myself. Richard Colestanny, 

missing is the village of Cleveland. 

 

17 

00:01:51.870 --> 00:02:00.239 

NorCOG: so we'll start our business meeting. We'll get through this this 

stuff as quick as possible, and there is some interesting updates in the 

agenda, and then we'll get to the wetland stuff. 

 

18 

00:02:08.560 --> 00:02:11.119 

NorCOG: What is it called fault? The circuit writer 

 

19 

00:02:11.400 --> 00:02:13.790 

NorCOG: who basically 

 

20 

00:02:13.990 --> 00:02:19.379 

NorCOG: coordinates between the traditional between North High and the 

subdistine. 

 

21 

00:02:22.390 --> 00:02:28.789 

NorCOG: Thank you, Rick. A couple of things to handle under financial 

tonight. I've put up front there with you a 

 

22 

00:02:29.140 --> 00:02:37.050 

NorCOG: rough copy of the current year budget. So we could start planning 

for the budget for 2025, which would normally be adopted at the 

 

23 

00:02:37.120 --> 00:02:40.840 

NorCOG: 1st business meeting in the New Year. Of 

 



24 

00:02:41.180 --> 00:02:49.870 

NorCOG: another thing that we need to talk about. Oh, and you see on the 

budget there that I have the expenses between both North Shore and Salmon 

River since 

 

25 

00:02:50.540 --> 00:02:57.750 

NorCOG: some items are shared items between North Shore and Salmon 

rivers. Some are individual to each individual cog 

 

26 

00:02:58.299 --> 00:03:07.799 

NorCOG: the other thing that we need to talk about, probably because we 

have Heidi coming on board very shortly, is setting things forward 

 

27 

00:03:07.810 --> 00:03:37.299 

NorCOG: for her reimbursement, because things will change somewhat when 

she is going to be the lead circuit rider and eventually the prime 

circuit rider in North shore and salmon rivers. While I've been a circuit 

rider, I've had a separate cell phone with a separate telephone number 

for cog business. Heidi is just as comfortable operating off of her own 

phone and her own 

 

28 

00:03:37.980 --> 00:03:47.153 

NorCOG: cell phone number some of the other cogs do that. The North shore 

and salmon rivers does things in the way they've been doing it. But in 

 

29 

00:03:47.520 --> 00:03:58.210 

NorCOG: no cog, and in cooperative Tug Hill, I believe Katie Malinowski, 

our Tug Hill executive Director prepared a comparison chart between the 

cogs 

 

30 

00:03:58.280 --> 00:04:12.311 

NorCOG: to see how different cogs handle different things for comparison 

purposes, and in several of the other cogs they provide just a a stipend 

flat out every month that covers both their 

 

31 

00:04:13.720 --> 00:04:35.300 

NorCOG: both the cell phone expenses and some portion of their high speed 

Internet expenses, since those are pretty vital to our being able to 

operate. So one thing that we need to talk about is how we want to handle 

that, and we really need to. Well, we'd want to do that, probably with 

November, since I will be starting in November. 

 

32 

00:04:35.615 --> 00:04:55.480 

NorCOG: We did a little chatting with Vern about setting forth a flat 

rate policy for Heidi at the rate that we're currently paying me in terms 



of reimbursement for cell phone and probably doing that quarterly to 

reduce the number of checks that Vern would have to write, and he was 

fine with that, but we wanted to run it by the whole 

 

33 

00:04:55.520 --> 00:05:06.960 

NorCOG: group to see how they felt about that. And if that sounded okay, 

if we did that, it would be no more expense to the cog than we are 

currently doing, and of course you'd probably want to review that from 

time to time to see 

 

34 

00:05:07.030 --> 00:05:12.029 

NorCOG: how it met up with the expenses that Heidi was incurring. 

 

35 

00:05:12.350 --> 00:05:13.115 

NorCOG: So 

 

36 

00:05:13.980 --> 00:05:21.250 

NorCOG: I guess I'd like to throw that out to the group and see, how do 

people feel about that? And does that seem like a good way to proceed. 

 

37 

00:05:22.220 --> 00:05:27.026 

NorCOG: and we do that starting in November, because for a while both 

Heidi and I will be on the 

 

38 

00:05:27.950 --> 00:05:47.659 

NorCOG: the payroll and circuit riders for North Shore and 7 Rivers. I'll 

be dropping off after the 1st quarter of next year, and at that point it 

would be just Heidi being reimbursed. Again, some of the different cogs 

do things in different ways some of them do reimburse the associates for 

cell phones. Some don't. So. 

 

39 

00:05:47.830 --> 00:05:51.960 

NorCOG: but to keep things simple. I I really wanted to get things 

settled for Heidi, for now. 

 

40 

00:05:52.110 --> 00:05:54.550 

NorCOG: so does that sound? Okay. 

 

41 

00:05:56.140 --> 00:05:58.380 

NorCOG: you probably should 

 

42 

00:05:58.970 --> 00:06:00.130 

NorCOG: you? 

 



43 

00:06:01.420 --> 00:06:05.480 

NorCOG: You have good coverage with rising 

 

44 

00:06:05.530 --> 00:06:10.039 

NorCOG: so far. Yeah, sure. 

 

45 

00:06:13.760 --> 00:06:17.840 

NorCOG: And have you determined how much of the site is for the cell 

phone. 

 

46 

00:06:19.080 --> 00:06:22.419 

NorCOG: I think in our chats we were discussing $30 a month. 

 

47 

00:06:22.960 --> 00:06:51.659 

NorCOG: I would note that in some of the other cogs some of their cogs go 

as high as $100 a month to the lead circuit rider in the area. And that 

would be. And that would cell phone and some portion of their Internet. 

Yeah. Well, they they would again. This expense would be split between 

North Shore and Salmon rivers, because right now the cell phone expenses 

split between North Shore and Salmon Rivers, so 30 would be split. So 

you'd be paying 4 tenths of that 

 

48 

00:06:51.940 --> 00:06:57.329 

NorCOG: or 4 tenths of a hundred if you decided to go that way, or some 

figure in between. I mean, you could decide on 50, 

 

49 

00:06:57.720 --> 00:06:59.920 

NorCOG: and then you'll just add it to the developer. 

 

50 

00:07:00.529 --> 00:07:07.860 

NorCOG: Well, that might be. That might be a separate thing, quarterly on 

the cell phone bills and and monthly on the 

 

51 

00:07:08.240 --> 00:07:10.189 

NorCOG: on the mileage. 

 

52 

00:07:10.870 --> 00:07:15.480 

NorCOG: First, st when she becomes a prime circuit writer. She won't be 

billing it for time, as she does as an associate. 

 

53 

00:07:15.510 --> 00:07:21.629 

NorCOG: but she still will be submitting for mileage. But yeah, I would 

think monthly on mileage and then quarterly on 



 

54 

00:07:21.920 --> 00:07:24.909 

NorCOG: on the cell phone and Internet combined reimbursement. 

 

55 

00:07:25.510 --> 00:07:29.510 

NorCOG: Well, then, the motion is for $30 to type in a month 

 

56 

00:07:31.080 --> 00:07:34.760 

NorCOG: be between the 2 groups. Yeah. 

 

57 

00:07:39.290 --> 00:07:40.180 

NorCOG: all favors 

 

58 

00:07:40.450 --> 00:07:42.770 

NorCOG: and more discussion, if not 

 

59 

00:07:43.490 --> 00:07:45.120 

NorCOG: all, in favor. 

 

60 

00:07:45.960 --> 00:07:47.588 

NorCOG: I think you got that, Heidi. 

 

61 

00:07:48.500 --> 00:07:56.879 

NorCOG: Now, one other thing that's Heidi related and related to the 

transition to Heidi being the circuit rider for North Shore on Salmon 

Rivers is 

 

62 

00:07:57.503 --> 00:08:07.060 

NorCOG: some time ago you authorized the purchase of a new cell phone for 

me and actually a laptop for me. Because the computer that I'm using 

 

63 

00:08:07.431 --> 00:08:21.780 

NorCOG: for most of my work is one that's a large computer that is kind 

of cumbersome to carry around with you. And it's been convenient for me 

to carry a computer around with me, not just for routine work, but for in 

support of zoom sessions. 

 

64 

00:08:21.800 --> 00:08:28.290 

NorCOG: So you authorize that purchase for me, it's something that I 

haven't implemented yet, either on the cell phone purchase or the Laptop 

Purchase. 

 

65 



00:08:28.360 --> 00:08:36.439 

NorCOG: Since I'm close enough now to the date that I will not be the 

circuit rider for North Shore and Salmon Rivers. That is, money that 

could be made available 

 

66 

00:08:37.268 --> 00:08:56.280 

NorCOG: applied towards the laptop purchase, and I threw the question out 

to Heidi to start looking into. We still want to buy a laptop, but she 

would be able to buy a smaller, lighter laptop that she could carry 

around with it right now. The laptop that you've probably seen her with 

at me meetings is her personal one. So if anything happens to it 

 

67 

00:08:56.620 --> 00:09:03.950 

NorCOG: oh, well, that's up to her, just like if I carry one of my 

computers around with me. Oh, well, if I drop it or break it, it's up to 

me. 

 

68 

00:09:03.980 --> 00:09:09.840 

NorCOG: But there really should be a a laptop for her to be able to carry 

around 2 meetings. That isn't 

 

69 

00:09:09.940 --> 00:09:28.820 

NorCOG: a big, heavy unit. And we did. We did authorize that. So I want 

to let you know that we're moving now towards buying one for Heidi rather 

than buying one for me. Heidi is looking into that, and she'll be working 

with burn on that, to be able to buy it tax exempt. And that's more of a 

Fyi type of item, because it was 

 

70 

00:09:28.890 --> 00:09:36.009 

NorCOG: already authorized for the cog to buy it again. That's a expense 

that's shared with salmon rivers. 

 

71 

00:09:36.330 --> 00:09:37.890 

NorCOG: so 

 

72 

00:09:38.760 --> 00:09:43.660 

NorCOG: mainly just wanted to bring that up, so you'd know what it was 

that we were up to in that respect. 

 

73 

00:09:44.470 --> 00:09:49.549 

NorCOG: And I think that's all we have for financial. We'll talk about 

financials, I'm sure. 

 

74 

00:09:49.740 --> 00:09:54.430 



NorCOG: more at our organizational meeting. If that's our next meeting, 

which would be in January. 

 

75 

00:09:54.560 --> 00:09:56.989 

NorCOG: and I'll provide you with updates 

 

76 

00:09:57.180 --> 00:09:59.109 

NorCOG: along with Vern in between. 

 

77 

00:09:59.460 --> 00:10:01.760 

NorCOG: I think that's all we have for financial for tonight. 

 

78 

00:10:04.160 --> 00:10:06.050 

NorCOG: qualitatively municipal agreement. 

 

79 

00:10:06.310 --> 00:10:23.299 

NorCOG: I can touch on the intermunicable agreement. We last, as 

individual communities passed or signed on to the North Shore 

intermunicable agreement in 2020, and under the way the State law works 

on that those need to be renewed once every 5 years. So 

 

80 

00:10:23.300 --> 00:10:42.240 

NorCOG: it was a several months into 2020. As I recall that we actually 

all signed that. So we don't need to have that done on the.by January 

first.st But we should get that done in the 1st part of the year. And 

there probably are some issues that we need to take a look at. I've 

emailed everybody a copy of the current intermunicable agreement with the 

agenda that I 

 

81 

00:10:42.240 --> 00:10:59.669 

NorCOG: emailed out for this meeting. So you might want to take a look at 

that. And between now and then I'll be taking a look with Heidi at the 

intermunicable agreements for the other councils of governments, and 

we'll probably come up with some. I can't see anything huge coming out of 

that, but there probably will be some fine tuning type of changes that we 

want to make. 

 

82 

00:10:59.840 --> 00:11:04.189 

NorCOG: and when we do that, we'll circulate that, and that'll go to each 

of the town and village boards 

 

83 

00:11:04.260 --> 00:11:07.960 

NorCOG: for their adoption, and then we'll be good for another 5 years. 

 

84 



00:11:09.520 --> 00:11:15.059 

NorCOG: So that's all there is on that like, I said, the intermunicable 

agreement is both on the Norcog website. 

 

85 

00:11:15.230 --> 00:11:20.449 

NorCOG: www.norcog.org. And it was in that email that I sent out. And 

 

86 

00:11:20.560 --> 00:11:24.840 

NorCOG: if anybody needs a copy, that's probably the best bet for getting 

those 

 

87 

00:11:25.880 --> 00:11:26.990 

NorCOG: faulty. 

 

88 

00:11:27.590 --> 00:11:31.640 

NorCOG: So you're done with the intermission. I think we're done with the 

Ima. Yes, take a minute and 

 

89 

00:11:32.570 --> 00:11:45.298 

NorCOG: explain to the audience. 5 second deal on the connection between 

the Tokyo Commission and North. I forgot. Yeah, yeah, for those of you 

that aren't familiar. 

 

90 

00:11:46.262 --> 00:12:06.807 

NorCOG: my name is Paul Baxter. I'm the circuit rider for North Shore and 

Salmon Rivers, and Heidi is my successor after I retire in the 1st 

quarter of next year. I am an employee of the New York State Tug Hill 

Commission. Katie Melinowski, who's the executive director, is here as 

well as well as Matt, our planning director. 

 

91 

00:12:07.730 --> 00:12:17.850 

NorCOG: basically. What they do is they provide me to the North shore 

area, which is made up of Constantia, Cleveland, West Monroe, and Central 

Square. 

 

92 

00:12:18.020 --> 00:12:22.740 

NorCOG: and the Salmon Rivers Council of Governments, which was made up 

of Albion. 

 

93 

00:12:22.790 --> 00:12:41.180 

NorCOG: Amboy Orwell, parish, town, parish village, and our newest 

member, the village of Pulaska. I work for both those cooperating groups, 

and between those 2 cooperating groups we share expenses. Tug Hill picks 

up my salary, but there are other expenses like mileage. And 

 



94 

00:12:41.220 --> 00:12:42.340 

NorCOG: well. 

 

95 

00:12:42.610 --> 00:12:53.739 

NorCOG: as I mentioned just a couple of minutes ago, the the primary 

desktop computer that I use for my day to day work is provided to me by 

Tug Hill as well as a printer, but the cogs pick up 

 

96 

00:12:54.310 --> 00:13:10.310 

NorCOG: replacement Toner, for example, when I need to do that. So 

basically, some of the consumable type things, and they the cog covers 

the cost of about my mileage and my cell phone, which they will be doing 

again for cheese 

 

97 

00:13:10.690 --> 00:13:12.445 

NorCOG: starting in November. 

 

98 

00:13:13.430 --> 00:13:16.899 

NorCOG: and it all the cog which is 

 

99 

00:13:16.950 --> 00:13:27.630 

NorCOG: the cooperating group on the north Shore also pays for other 

expenses, like like the associate, which is kind of like my assistant and 

helping me cover meetings. 

 

100 

00:13:28.100 --> 00:13:30.880 

NorCOG: Does that cover what you're hoping for me to cover 

 

101 

00:13:31.100 --> 00:13:33.659 

NorCOG: anybody, have any questions on the organization? 

 

102 

00:13:34.230 --> 00:13:35.099 

NorCOG: I don't think they do. 

 

103 

00:13:35.210 --> 00:13:44.620 

NorCOG: Yeah. And the other part of how that works is each of the 

municipalities that have signed on to the intermissible agreement pay 

annual dues, and then the fiscal agent, which is the town of West Monroe 

 

104 

00:13:44.670 --> 00:13:49.560 

NorCOG: and Vern writes out the checks after they've been audited by 

 

105 



00:13:49.910 --> 00:13:52.070 

NorCOG: either the chair or the group. 

 

106 

00:13:52.360 --> 00:13:53.589 

NorCOG: and and hold. 

 

107 

00:13:55.480 --> 00:13:58.999 

NorCOG: or sometimes I review some of them before they get as far as the 

chair. 

 

108 

00:13:59.350 --> 00:14:00.470 

NorCOG: Go ahead 

 

109 

00:14:02.790 --> 00:14:06.540 

NorCOG: they are. They've been scarce. They're they're the 

 

110 

00:14:06.660 --> 00:14:08.250 

NorCOG: 2 chairs right there. 

 

111 

00:14:08.350 --> 00:14:10.899 

NorCOG: They were invited, but they did not attend tonight. 

 

112 

00:14:13.770 --> 00:14:22.319 

NorCOG: no, I I was, or either Heidi or I were at their last village 

board meeting, so we're in monthly touch with them. Yes, and so they're 

aware of tonight's meeting. 

 

113 

00:14:23.070 --> 00:14:26.429 

NorCOG: They don't think it's tomorrow. I hope not. 

 

114 

00:14:28.060 --> 00:14:50.599 

NorCOG: It did say Thursday on the agenda, but it said Wednesday, the 

30th and multiple other places, and and I would like to thank Dean gas 

for being the 1st one to point that out to me, and I issued a correction 

on the agenda, but the email itself, as well as the message header. All 

said Wednesday, the 30th so, and I've been saying Wednesday, the 30, th 

last month. So hopefully, nobody will show up here tomorrow night. 

 

115 

00:14:53.500 --> 00:14:54.910 

NorCOG: Yeah. 

 

116 

00:14:56.700 --> 00:14:57.710 

NorCOG: okay, we're 



 

117 

00:14:57.930 --> 00:15:01.020 

NorCOG: next one is Oswego County trails. The rails 

 

118 

00:15:01.420 --> 00:15:02.330 

NorCOG: update? 

 

119 

00:15:08.260 --> 00:15:08.950 

NorCOG: No? 

 

120 

00:15:09.830 --> 00:15:35.269 

NorCOG: Well, good evening. Everyone. Those that you have not met yet. 

I'm Tim Stall. I'm the director of Community Development Tourism and 

planning for Oswego County. You might notice me from one of these boxes. 

I'm typically inside of one of them. But I wanted to come out tonight. 

Make sure I had an opportunity to meet you and answer any questions that 

you have had. I heard there's some concerns and some questions, and so I 

just wanted to stop out and really just be here to see what you 

 

121 

00:15:36.100 --> 00:15:39.700 

NorCOG: you know, what what is important and what maybe we can do to 

help. So 

 

122 

00:15:40.770 --> 00:15:46.469 

NorCOG: the 1st thing I want to start out with is, talk a little bit 

about the county's recreational trail. 

 

123 

00:15:47.030 --> 00:16:08.790 

NorCOG: I know that I received a letter talking about the concern about 

the condition of the trail and potentially what the county could do to 

help improve that. So we did work with the county's highway Supervisor 

Shawn Walker, and I believe, although I have not physically laid eyes on 

it, you can let me know, but my understanding is that he's been out there 

for the last few weeks. 

 

124 

00:16:08.790 --> 00:16:28.369 

NorCOG: or his guys have been. They've been working on really repairing 

that section of the trail he expects this year to get. And again, you 

know, it's miles and miles and miles across the entire county. They 

don't. They typically will go out there once the paving stops and before 

the plowing starts. That's kind of the window they have, and each year 

they try and do a certain section of the trail. 

 

125 

00:16:28.635 --> 00:16:40.109 



NorCOG: So this year's plan was to go from county line. He plans to be 

able to get all the way to 49 by the end of before this, you know. 

Obviously weather dependent before the weather. Stops him from doing 

that. 

 

126 

00:16:40.405 --> 00:16:51.420 

NorCOG: He did say they've been able to do some light maintenance across 

the trail the entire. I know they've mowed it, and they've done some. But 

the plan would be for this year to get to that 49, and then, obviously, 

in future years, to kind of work work around that. 

 

127 

00:16:51.875 --> 00:16:55.025 

NorCOG: So that's that's the as far as the maintenance goes. 

 

128 

00:16:55.640 --> 00:17:04.784 

NorCOG: there's been some conversation about. My understanding is is 

investing some some time some money into that trail as more of a 

recreational 

 

129 

00:17:05.390 --> 00:17:08.599 

NorCOG: you know, either for some wheels or or really more. 

 

130 

00:17:08.609 --> 00:17:36.959 

NorCOG: What what could this look like if we invested some funds there? 

And so one of the conversations I I hope to bring up today, and I I don't 

see Mr. Turner, Dave Turner. He's our strategic initiative director for 

the county. He oversees the infrastructure conversation we've been 

having. And so I I know a bit ancillary. I don't really have the full 

understanding also, Wheelock is here. I know he's got some additional 

information, so I may call on him on that. But one of the things that we 

are looking at, and I think you know, in light of micron and everything 

that's going on 

 

131 

00:17:36.960 --> 00:17:48.880 

NorCOG: we are looking at. How can the county better invest in 

infrastructure like wastewater potentially drinking water broadband 

things like that? What can the county do? And how can we help out the 

towns and villages who really need it. 

 

132 

00:17:49.192 --> 00:17:55.630 

NorCOG: One of the conversations that we're actively looking into would 

be, what would it look like to put in a trunk line 

 

133 

00:17:55.630 --> 00:18:19.289 

NorCOG: all the way across that recreational trail. You could connect 

certain important strategic locations of the county without, you know, 



really disrupting too much life. Right? You got it. We've got a trail 

that runs the entire stretch. We have access to it. We could potentially, 

if we had funding. And and we worked with the right partners, you know, 

we could down the road, put some sort of trunk line wastewater system 

right through the whole backside of the county. 

 

134 

00:18:19.570 --> 00:18:31.339 

NorCOG: So that's 1 of the conversations we're actively having. It's it's 

the most realistic one outside of ripping up streets all across the town, 

you know, towns and villages and the cost to do that obviously, would be 

very expensive. So 

 

135 

00:18:32.100 --> 00:18:36.090 

NorCOG: the reason why that's important to this conversation is the last 

thing we want to do is 

 

136 

00:18:36.490 --> 00:18:48.299 

NorCOG: invest a bunch of money to pretty up the top of it, only to go 

through, rip the entire trail up and put in wastewater lines. And so one 

of the conversations that we're actively working on is, if we were to put 

this wastewater line across the county. 

 

137 

00:18:48.610 --> 00:19:03.160 

NorCOG: Part of those grants is typically what it looks like. When you're 

done right? You can. You can beautify it. You can. We could invest some 

funds at that point. And so that's that's the conversation I just wanted 

to bring now is that it's ongoing. We fully expect that if and when we 

put that trunk line through there. 

 

138 

00:19:03.400 --> 00:19:13.660 

NorCOG: It will not be just rubble piled on top of it. It will be some 

sort of a strategic plan that we work with the communities to best 

utilize that. Get your highest and best use for that section of trail. 

 

139 

00:19:14.136 --> 00:19:18.719 

NorCOG: So, as that conversation goes on, this is not a tomorrow thing. 

Right? Obviously, this is. 

 

140 

00:19:18.860 --> 00:19:36.840 

NorCOG: you know, any of that in infrastructure investment is potentially 

a 5, 6, 7, 8 year project. So we want to work. My understanding is the 

county is looking to help out over the short term, you know, find ways to 

help improve it, but obviously investing a ton of money at this point may 

not make sense if we are going to be ripping that up 

 

141 

00:19:37.020 --> 00:19:39.119 



NorCOG: so the thought would be, Keep 

 

142 

00:19:39.310 --> 00:19:44.080 

NorCOG: you folks involved, you know, in in the conversation. So if and 

when we get to that point. 

 

143 

00:19:44.150 --> 00:19:57.153 

NorCOG: you know, if this is feasible and we can do it. Then, you know, 

you folks are going to be involved in that process, or whoever wants to 

be? Of what should it look like when we're done? And how do we make sure 

that this is, you know, the most efficient use of that space and and 

taxpayers funds. 

 

144 

00:19:57.930 --> 00:20:21.690 

NorCOG: so that's kind of a quick overview of it. We're early on. I want 

to be frank, we're early on in this process. This isn't happening 

tomorrow. But any sort of investment like this, you know, takes a lot of 

planning and and takes some time to see it through, so I'll kind of leave 

it at that, for now I wish I had more information on specifically where 

we stand as far as the the wastewater plans. I don't know, Austin. If you 

 

145 

00:20:21.690 --> 00:20:48.880 

NorCOG: want to give a little bit of what you would understand, I just 

want to say which actually has the wastewater treatment capacity through 

Bali, scruple Hastings, then jumping over to West Monroe, potentially 

Constantia, and maybe even all the way to pleasant. So I mean, it's it's 

something that we haven't seen to that level before, really stretching 

from one end of the county to the other. 

 

146 

00:20:50.460 --> 00:21:12.499 

NorCOG: I do know that. The conversation kind of started on the western 

end of 81, you know. That was the original kind of concept of looking at 

from Hastings back to Fulton. But I I think that there is a need as well 

on the eastern eastern side. And obviously you guys have been working 

towards a a wastewater project that 

 

147 

00:21:12.500 --> 00:21:37.782 

NorCOG: this may be able to be a good fit for that. You know it. It has a 

lot of advantages. I mean, you wouldn't have to be. You wouldn't have to 

take it all the way to the river, and you know, get it out that way. 

Obviously, a lot goes into that. A lot of you know. We have here as well. 

And they're obviously, you know, with that kind of plan, they would have 

absolutely be involved in that 

 

148 

00:21:38.330 --> 00:21:55.789 

NorCOG: But I think it has momentum. And I think that because of the 

potential of the micron project and potential for growth and everything 



else that's going on. The county is now looking and saying, how can we 

work with our communities that have a need, but don't necessarily have 

the resources to make it 

 

149 

00:21:56.140 --> 00:22:11.480 

NorCOG: so, you know. Not- not a lot more details on it, but just the why 

we're looking at doing it, and what we hope to see come from it. But you 

know Tim is right. It's a it's years in the planning. And then years. And 

you know, years further in the implementation. 

 

150 

00:22:13.260 --> 00:22:14.460 

NorCOG: So go ahead 

 

151 

00:22:14.490 --> 00:22:16.330 

NorCOG: back to the maintenance part of it. 

 

152 

00:22:16.639 --> 00:22:33.239 

NorCOG: Is, is there an actual maintenance plan that currently tries to 

home with the trail just general maintenance like, because I know. Years 

ago they fixed it up from grindings, and they were taking pretty good 

care of it, and it seems like it dropped off. And so there was like a big 

wall or a gap. And that's why it got so deteriorated. 

 

153 

00:22:33.370 --> 00:22:49.879 

NorCOG: So that's a great question. Is there a plan? Or they got lost 

someplace or put on the back burner? What I would say is, I don't know 

that I've ever seen a formal plan? I think it has been one, a case of 

competing priorities in the past where, when there's availability. 

 

154 

00:22:50.010 --> 00:23:03.069 

NorCOG: you get it done when there's not. If there's staffing issues or 

other things that are stretching it, it's it's more difficult. One thing 

I will say is that and I want to be gentle with this, but some of the 

usage more recently has 

 

155 

00:23:04.510 --> 00:23:06.439 

NorCOG: caused it to deteriorate quicker. 

 

156 

00:23:06.697 --> 00:23:16.580 

NorCOG: And that's something that is, you know. Part of the conversation 

is, you know, typical use. The way it was even 20 years ago 15 years ago 

is a little bit different than some of the use of it today? 

 

157 

00:23:16.887 --> 00:23:24.910 



NorCOG: You know whether that's allowed or unallowed. The reality is, 

there's there's traffic going on there that is really doing some damage 

and the amount of 

 

158 

00:23:24.950 --> 00:23:33.579 

NorCOG: my understanding, and again, this a little outside my my world of 

knowledge. So I apologize. But I did talk to the Supervisor Walker this 

afternoon to talk a little more, to understand specifics. 

 

159 

00:23:33.580 --> 00:23:56.309 

NorCOG: and he had said, It's something that is important to them. But 

you can only do so much with the staff you have, and you know the county 

the rules the size of this county that we have, you know, with. I think 

they do a great job, but their focus is, you know, drawn across the 

entire county. So I do think it's something that he said that is 

important to them. And it is something that they have. You know they've 

done this stretch 2 years ago, 4 years ago they did this stretch, you 

know, next year. Their plan is to kind of move 

 

160 

00:23:56.310 --> 00:24:11.959 

NorCOG: farther to the to the west. But what that looks like. I think 

it's open to conversation, too, and that's what I want to encourage you 

to is, you know, keep me in the loop, Shawn, I know it has, is doing the 

best he can with what he has. But the more we can have these 

conversations, the more I think when he does have windows we can 

prioritize what's important to you. 

 

161 

00:24:12.610 --> 00:24:17.810 

NorCOG: if it is a staffing thing would they consider reimbursing the 

towns to take care of their own sections? 

 

162 

00:24:18.240 --> 00:24:22.404 

NorCOG: I don't. I don't know if I can answer that question. I think it's 

worth a conversation. 

 

163 

00:24:23.760 --> 00:24:53.260 

NorCOG: again. I don't want to say no to anything. We should have those 

conversations. Sure, I think it's something we have to talk about. I just 

I don't know enough about that world to to speak to it, but I mean I'm 

not here to say that we won't listen to anything or have conversations. 

And again, we understand the importance of that trail. I mean, it really 

is a great asset that we have out here, and you know, to have that maybe 

not being maintained the way we would love to see it. 

 

164 

00:24:53.420 --> 00:25:22.509 

NorCOG: Maybe there's a way forward that we could figure that out between 

us. So is there consideration given to restricting the type of traffic 



that's on them. There is and I believe there are restrictions, and the 

bigger issue a lot of times is, I don't want to say enforcement. I just 

want to think the capacity, I mean, if you think about the response to a 

call right? I mean, you're not going to have people trolling, and we're 

not gonna have sheriff deputies riding up and down there all day every 

day. That's not reasonable, and so the response to a call 

 

165 

00:25:22.780 --> 00:25:32.729 

NorCOG: is based, you know, on the size of our county, where they where 

our nearest person is, and what they're dealing with, and how quickly can 

you get there? And if someone's on an Atv or something else out there by 

the time they may get there. 

 

166 

00:25:33.020 --> 00:26:02.990 

NorCOG: you know, and so I think it is. It is a difficult situation, and 

I will tell you. I've had great conversations with the current sheriff 

sheriff Felton is very interested in finding a path forward that works 

for everybody, understanding the limitations we have in this county. But 

it it is, you know, the Atv traffic is not going away. The reality is, 

we're seeing more and more and more of it more than ever. And so part of 

the conversation might not be, you know, punishment things like that. 

Maybe it's finding a way to make it work in a way that works for 

everyone. And what does that look like? And how do we invest in that? 

Because I I mean, the reality is, I don't think we can say don't drive. 

 

167 

00:26:03.120 --> 00:26:05.890 

NorCOG: I just don't think it's gonna happen. I think people are gonna 

keep driving. So 

 

168 

00:26:05.910 --> 00:26:07.500 

NorCOG: how do we? How do we work with that? 

 

169 

00:26:08.440 --> 00:26:11.830 

NorCOG: I I would have to find it hard to believe that it's the 

 

170 

00:26:12.050 --> 00:26:17.160 

NorCOG: cause, even way before the Atv is pretty familiar with it. It's 

it's always needed 

 

171 

00:26:17.320 --> 00:26:23.609 

NorCOG: maintenance, or it's always been the same kind of maintenance, 

just the base or whatever. So I don't. You really can't blame it on a 

certain. 

 

172 

00:26:28.046 --> 00:26:45.400 

NorCOG: Think your- your best bet is you try to combine, you know. 



 

173 

00:26:45.920 --> 00:26:52.469 

NorCOG: pedestrians, and Atv can use it right and and part of the issue, 

that though, too, is some of the sections of that the width 

 

174 

00:26:52.570 --> 00:27:17.550 

NorCOG: is challenging. Right? And how do we? How do we work that out? 

And I think that's all part of the conversation. The plan is to have is, 

how do we? How do we really make this thing useful for everyone? You 

know? How do we make it? Not a liability at times, but really the asset 

that it should be so. It is a very good asset, but it could even be 

better. Yes, I think I mean, I don't know anybody who disagree with that. 

I think it's just 

 

175 

00:27:17.550 --> 00:27:23.970 

NorCOG: kind of how do we get to that point? Well, Dave Turner is on. 

Okay. So Dave Turner, it looks like David's ipad 

 

176 

00:27:24.215 --> 00:27:36.240 

NorCOG: is here. So, Dave, I don't know if you we I just kind of gave a 

quick update with what I knew. But if you wanna give a little summary to 

these folks about the the infrastructure plans for this area, or at least 

the discussions. 

 

177 

00:27:37.130 --> 00:27:49.229 

Dave Turner: Yeah, thanks. Thank you for your patience. I just got home 

from work. This is why I couldn't join you in person. That I had other 

commitments tonight that I knew were gonna keep me late. So my apologies 

 

178 

00:27:49.300 --> 00:27:50.080 

Dave Turner: so 

 

179 

00:27:50.980 --> 00:28:02.730 

Dave Turner: I'm not sure what Tim or Austin might have shared with you, 

but we have had several discussions one with some of the leadership and 

Constantia West Monroe area 

 

180 

00:28:02.870 --> 00:28:04.020 

Dave Turner: about 

 

181 

00:28:04.050 --> 00:28:05.800 

Dave Turner: this proposed 

 

182 

00:28:05.910 --> 00:28:08.579 



Dave Turner: trunk line sewer. That would 

 

183 

00:28:09.100 --> 00:28:13.660 

Dave Turner: at least the study that's going on now is being hosted 

 

184 

00:28:13.680 --> 00:28:17.600 

Dave Turner: by the town of Hastings. They have Barton and Judas 

 

185 

00:28:17.740 --> 00:28:19.410 

Dave Turner: take a look at 

 

186 

00:28:20.075 --> 00:28:30.749 

Dave Turner: the feasibility potential costs. We've met with the city of 

Fulton. They're very much excited about this and I'm 

 

187 

00:28:31.230 --> 00:28:35.740 

Dave Turner: very happy to tell you that just yesterday I had a call with 

the Dec. 

 

188 

00:28:36.290 --> 00:28:38.290 

Dave Turner: The people at the 

 

189 

00:28:38.860 --> 00:28:42.119 

Dave Turner: water staff and clean water staff. 

 

190 

00:28:42.390 --> 00:28:44.809 

Dave Turner: and they asked if we would 

 

191 

00:28:45.080 --> 00:28:49.540 

Dave Turner: make a presentation to the regional director because they're 

very excited about this 

 

192 

00:28:50.318 --> 00:28:59.480 

Dave Turner: project. They think it can be an example for others to use 

about intermunicipal cooperation and 

 

193 

00:28:59.510 --> 00:29:11.480 

Dave Turner: the advantages of not everybody trying to have their own 

wastewater treatment plant, but working together to share assets and do 

it in a way that makes sense 

 

194 

00:29:11.891 --> 00:29:26.379 



Dave Turner: for the region and economically for all the partners. So 

we're getting ready to to present this to not only the the new regional 

director, but some of their Albany clean water and water staff 

 

195 

00:29:26.863 --> 00:29:30.220 

Dave Turner: they're very interested in knowing about it. And 

 

196 

00:29:30.752 --> 00:29:48.707 

Dave Turner: who our partners are, and potentially our partners are 

everybody along that corridor, including you folks. At at some point it 

would make sense to to tie this end together with the other, and I think 

there's already some infrastructure in place that will 

 

197 

00:29:49.901 --> 00:29:53.150 

Dave Turner: make that easier than you might expect, so. 

 

198 

00:29:53.150 --> 00:29:53.760 

NorCOG: Yeah. 

 

199 

00:29:54.107 --> 00:30:05.590 

Dave Turner: I I'm I'm excited about it. The the people who own the 

existing assets are excited about it now. The regulatory folks are 

excited about it. So it's just a matter of 

 

200 

00:30:05.680 --> 00:30:14.760 

Dave Turner: trying to find a way to make it work and put the money 

together to create a a project that everybody will benefit from. 

 

201 

00:30:22.520 --> 00:30:25.339 

NorCOG: Does anybody have any questions for Dave or Tim? 

 

202 

00:30:26.890 --> 00:30:31.258 

Dave Turner: The nice thing about this also is that while I I know that 

there's been 

 

203 

00:30:31.560 --> 00:30:35.952 

Dave Turner: discussions about the trail and multi use and and 

 

204 

00:30:36.470 --> 00:30:40.200 

Dave Turner: enhancement and signage So 

 

205 

00:30:41.040 --> 00:30:47.290 



Dave Turner: when you do a project like this, there's restoration work 

that goes along with it. And 

 

206 

00:30:47.350 --> 00:30:50.950 

Dave Turner: I think there's the there's likely a way that 

 

207 

00:30:51.030 --> 00:30:54.480 

Dave Turner: we can work into the Restoration budget 

 

208 

00:30:54.530 --> 00:31:00.049 

Dave Turner: some of the enhancements for the trail that we otherwise 

would have to find separate funding for. 

 

209 

00:31:05.750 --> 00:31:08.970 

NorCOG: Thank you, Dave. Thanks, Dave. Awesome. 

 

210 

00:31:09.745 --> 00:31:11.470 

NorCOG: That's him. Thanks. 

 

211 

00:31:11.580 --> 00:31:12.460 

NorCOG: Okay. 

 

212 

00:31:13.780 --> 00:31:15.120 

NorCOG: The next topic. 

 

213 

00:31:15.620 --> 00:31:16.890 

NorCOG: Update on it. 

 

214 

00:31:16.940 --> 00:31:40.870 

NorCOG: Sure. I'll take that one. We're changing it up today. Katie 

Malinowski, Tuck Hill Commission at the last, Nor Cog meeting. There was 

a lot of firemen in the room, and we had a hearty discussion about the 

potential new Osha changes in the Fire Brigade standard and what that 

could mean to volunteer fire departments. 

 

215 

00:31:41.100 --> 00:31:52.089 

NorCOG: There was a lot of concern that it would, could decimate some of 

the membership of those, because they wouldn't meet the standards and 

would have to step away from fire service. 

 

216 

00:31:52.150 --> 00:32:08.980 

NorCOG: As a result of that meeting there was a letter drafted. I know 

several councils of governments, perhaps some municipalities, and some 



volunteer fire people sent letters to representatives to Osha to kind of 

make their their concerns known. 

 

217 

00:32:09.567 --> 00:32:21.580 

NorCOG: I went out today to find out what the latest is. And on Osha's 

website they put out a statement on September 17.th So that's since the 

last. Nor cog meeting 

 

218 

00:32:22.030 --> 00:32:39.640 

NorCOG: and it was regarding the emergencies response rulemaking this new 

potential fire brigade standard. And how this might impact volunteer 

emergency responders. It sounds like they've heard a lot of you talking 

to them and that they're concerned about 

 

219 

00:32:39.720 --> 00:32:58.570 

NorCOG: how that could affect. So they're saying, and I can leave this in 

the back. But right from their statement it says, Osha is committed to 

taking steps in any final standard consistent with the rulemaking record 

to assess and minimize detrimental effects on volunteer fire departments 

 

220 

00:32:58.570 --> 00:33:10.230 

NorCOG: if supported by the record, and that means all the comments and 

everything. This may include excluding voluntary emergency response 

organizations entirely based on these feasibility concerns. 

 

221 

00:33:10.400 --> 00:33:16.089 

NorCOG: So that's their way of saying they might exempt volunteer 

organizations from having to meet the Osha 

 

222 

00:33:16.270 --> 00:33:33.447 

NorCOG: new standards. So I mean I I we heard last month or last meeting 

that you all are trying your best, and you want to keep your people safe 

and and do things as Co. You know, as good as you can. But some of these 

things are just very, very onerous in terms of 

 

223 

00:33:33.770 --> 00:33:40.740 

NorCOG: the costs and the requirements. So that's the update that I have 

on the fire service 

 

224 

00:33:41.650 --> 00:33:48.958 

NorCOG: section. And while I'm up here, do you mind if I jump around, 

Rip. So I don't have to like come up and down and okay, 

 

225 

00:33:49.340 --> 00:34:02.059 



NorCOG: so really, quickly, the the route, 49 traffic study. So that was 

something that the town of West Monroe requested the Syracuse 

Metropolitan Transportation Council 

 

226 

00:34:02.060 --> 00:34:26.770 

NorCOG: a while back to consider funding a route 49 traffic analysis. 

They accepted that. They said they would be. It would be starting in 

April, I think, was the the earliest. It would be starting this past 

April 2024. They're just really getting organized for that, and I know 

they have gotten their local reps straightened out. I think Vern is the 

rep from West Monroe. 

 

227 

00:34:27.100 --> 00:34:35.179 

NorCOG: and I think there really wanted Central Square at the table. So 

between Randy and Ken Sherman, they're going to cover the central square 

part of things. 

 

228 

00:34:35.179 --> 00:34:59.660 

NorCOG: and they plan on having a 1st meeting for that very soon. We also 

have a staff person in Watertown that deals with traffic related issues. 

So he's also going to sit on that committee. So I think that's a really 

good step forward. Obviously, the the 49 Bridge closer has really kind of 

highlighted the issues with 49. We all knew there was a lot of traffic, 

but now everyone's feeling it because of the reroute. So 

 

229 

00:34:59.660 --> 00:35:08.439 

NorCOG: that's the update on the route. 49 study status. And Heidi's got 

the update on the closure and the temporary bridge construction. 

 

230 

00:35:11.490 --> 00:35:37.820 

NorCOG: Hello, everyone for those of you that don't know me. My name is 

Heidi Tompkins. I will be taking over for Paul here shortly, as it's been 

spoken about this evening. So Update for New York State Dot. We got a 

update from Region 3. Paving is scheduled actually for tomorrow. And they 

are expecting installation and inspection of that to be done on November 

11th and November 12.th 

 

231 

00:35:38.231 --> 00:35:47.469 

NorCOG: From there they'll open that up to traffic as long as everything 

goes well with the inspection. So that's really good news, especially for 

a lot of people that are sitting in this room. 

 

232 

00:35:49.500 --> 00:35:57.500 

NorCOG: what's next? I don't have the agenda, is it? Commission updates 

which we could we could tag team that, too. 

 

233 



00:35:57.930 --> 00:36:19.528 

NorCOG: so as everyone's heard. So this is kind of old news. But November 

7th is Heidi's official. Start date on the Tug Hill Commission payroll. 

She has been the associate circuit rider, the assistant for several for 

over a year now, I think. Actually, but we're lucky enough to get her 

full time in the payroll starting November 7.th So you're going to see 

Heidi a lot more at your meetings. 

 

234 

00:36:19.820 --> 00:36:44.279 

NorCOG: and Paul will still be here. He will be continuing to help with 

the transition, which is great. We're really happy. We can have this 

overlap. Paul's also got some time he needs to take off before he 

retires, so that'll be nice and he's got. I don't know 40 plus years of 

files to sort through. It's amazing how much paper you can accumulate 

over the course of a career. So Paul will be focused on that kind of 

thing. 

 

235 

00:36:46.070 --> 00:36:50.060 

NorCOG: the other thing I just want to mention. Really quick. Is that 

 

236 

00:36:50.700 --> 00:37:12.970 

NorCOG: a plug for the Tug Hill Local Government Conference? Many of you 

may have been there in the past. It's going to be March 31, st and April 

1st of 2025 at turning stone. So mark your calendars. April 1st is the 

full day of training. And then march 31st is just the afternoon. And that 

afternoon those 2, the afternoon focus session. One's going to be on 

 

237 

00:37:12.970 --> 00:37:27.879 

NorCOG: vacant buildings and housing issues, and and we'll have a dual. 

We're going to actually split the room and have another track about 

budgeting and accounting with Laird Petrie. So we're really excited about 

our agenda, and there'll be more to come very soon on the details 

 

238 

00:37:29.668 --> 00:37:51.400 

NorCOG: the only thing that I ask from board members, or anyone, I guess, 

in Talk Hill Commission is from now on. Just keep Paul and I and all your 

correspondence. It'll be both of us that'll be responding and just trying 

to help out with that transition so, and it'll save me doing all those 

forwards. 

 

239 

00:37:51.620 --> 00:37:53.969 

NorCOG: So does anyone have any questions for me. 

 

240 

00:37:54.640 --> 00:37:57.460 

NorCOG: I'm looking forward to working with you guys along with Sam and 

Rivers. 

 



241 

00:37:58.250 --> 00:37:59.080 

NorCOG: Thank you. 

 

242 

00:38:02.010 --> 00:38:09.300 

NorCOG: And last, but not least, I'm Matt Johnson. I'm the planning 

director at the Commission. Is that better? 

 

243 

00:38:12.090 --> 00:38:22.440 

NorCOG: a lot of demand, Paul. Just a real brief overview of some things 

we have. Basically the main thing that planning 

 

244 

00:38:22.510 --> 00:38:30.709 

NorCOG: wing of the Commission has going on in the Norcog region, and 

that is helping the town of Constantia with work on developing a zoning 

law 

 

245 

00:38:30.960 --> 00:38:34.740 

NorCOG: which would be the town of Consentia's 1st ever zoning law. 

 

246 

00:38:36.490 --> 00:38:42.420 

NorCOG: it's a it's a difficult grind it out process. But hopefully, 

we're 

 

247 

00:38:42.460 --> 00:38:44.969 

NorCOG: getting to about the halfway point. 

 

248 

00:38:45.350 --> 00:38:51.150 

NorCOG: something like that. So kudos to the town for taking that on, I 

think that's really important. 

 

249 

00:38:52.276 --> 00:39:01.640 

NorCOG: You may have heard me reported other meetings that our planning 

staff capacity has been really stretched to the limit the last couple of 

years. But we're 

 

250 

00:39:01.900 --> 00:39:06.140 

NorCOG: pretty sure that that's going to improve. So stay tuned, and we 

can hopefully 

 

251 

00:39:06.150 --> 00:39:12.889 

NorCOG: get out to more communities. One thing we can do for you that I 

want to mention is we can do training 

 



252 

00:39:13.060 --> 00:39:20.420 

NorCOG: for planning boards and zoning boards, and I don't think we've 

done any of those in the Norcog region in a while. So if you're 

 

253 

00:39:20.570 --> 00:39:25.430 

NorCOG: planning board, or your Zba is interested in getting some one on 

one training. Please 

 

254 

00:39:25.500 --> 00:39:29.199 

NorCOG: call the Commission or email us, and we'll try to get you on the 

schedule. 

 

255 

00:39:29.634 --> 00:39:34.760 

NorCOG: We're also available to talk to you about what we can offer and 

some more details on that 

 

256 

00:39:35.690 --> 00:39:47.390 

NorCOG: and I want to do it just a really quick update on what we know 

about the micron project as of right now. You've probably read about that 

in the paper that the the groundbreaking has been delayed. 

 

257 

00:39:47.850 --> 00:39:54.890 

NorCOG: I think the latest groundbreaking is now expected to be November 

of 2025. So a year from now 

 

258 

00:39:55.600 --> 00:40:03.770 

NorCOG: the draft environmental impact study is in progress, and that's 

expected to be complete by the end of 24 

 

259 

00:40:03.840 --> 00:40:07.959 

NorCOG: with a public comment period available or or coming 

 

260 

00:40:08.750 --> 00:40:13.249 

NorCOG: opening up in the New Year sometime January or February. 

 

261 

00:40:13.690 --> 00:40:23.950 

NorCOG: You've probably heard that there's been there have been extensive 

issues with wetlands and some endangered bats that might be sort of 

slowing down the process along with some other economic issues. 

 

262 

00:40:25.052 --> 00:40:27.158 

NorCOG: But with that 

 



263 

00:40:28.580 --> 00:40:40.749 

NorCOG: anything related to micron, we always are telling communities. 

You really want to try to do some planning in advance of that, and I'm 

sure Tim will back me up on that, and Dave will back me up on that if 

he's still on there. 

 

264 

00:40:41.328 --> 00:40:53.191 

NorCOG: But this is the time, if you're at all concerned about, you know 

the impacts of micron on your town or your village. This is the time to 

really start thinking about that. 

 

265 

00:40:53.720 --> 00:40:57.540 

NorCOG: we are hearing a lot of a lot from our Eastern 

 

266 

00:40:57.580 --> 00:41:03.589 

NorCOG: Oswego County towns and villages. A lot of them are looking for 

planning help. We're hearing from Albion 

 

267 

00:41:03.690 --> 00:41:06.350 

NorCOG: and Blaskai in Williamstown. 

 

268 

00:41:06.530 --> 00:41:08.380 

NorCOG: In addition to Constantia. 

 

269 

00:41:08.724 --> 00:41:15.965 

NorCOG: They're all very interested in getting to work on some planning 

and zoning work. So we think that's great, and we encourage 

 

270 

00:41:16.500 --> 00:41:19.682 

NorCOG: everyone here all the towns and villages to 

 

271 

00:41:20.440 --> 00:41:23.960 

NorCOG: at least review your plans and your zoning, if you haven't 

already. 

 

272 

00:41:24.500 --> 00:41:25.719 

NorCOG: I think that's it. 

 

273 

00:41:26.900 --> 00:41:27.800 

NorCOG: Thanks. 

 

274 

00:41:32.410 --> 00:41:37.139 



NorCOG: And in between speakers I'll mention I brought out another pot of 

coffee. If anybody else wants a refill. 

 

275 

00:41:46.470 --> 00:41:53.700 

NorCOG: we have a speaker for the 9 element plan. Well, let's at Austin 

community economic development that are housing. 

 

276 

00:41:54.100 --> 00:41:54.830 

NorCOG: Okay? 

 

277 

00:42:02.030 --> 00:42:29.593 

NorCOG: Yeah. I know I've come to several of these in a row, and I think 

at our last one we mentioned that the Swigo County, Ida, in partnership 

with the Sugo County Legislature, was starting a housing study. It's 

actually called a housing market assessment and development strategy. So 

one we're looking at the existing housing stock all across the Swigo 

County, and then looking at opportunities for development, for housing 

everything from single family, new, single family housing to multifamily 

market rate and affordable housing. So 

 

278 

00:42:30.080 --> 00:42:48.182 

NorCOG: We had actually our 1st steering committee meeting last week as 

the group that is pushing this forward with our consultants, which 

actually, we, we selected Mrb group which had done the economic 

resiliency study out here on the North Shore, so they already have a 

pretty good understanding of of the area out here. 

 

279 

00:42:48.710 --> 00:42:50.410 

NorCOG: we're actually as part of this. 

 

280 

00:42:50.783 --> 00:43:08.320 

NorCOG: Looking at some of the studies that they had done in the past. We 

didn't just want to do a 1 size fit all study for Oswego County. So we 

actually looked at breaking Oswego County down into many regions. 

Actually. So, one of the many regions they're looking at is the North 

Shore area saying that a lot of these communities have a lot in common. 

So a strategy that's put 

 

281 

00:43:08.320 --> 00:43:25.350 

NorCOG: forward localized to the North Shore can be used here which will 

be obviously different than the strategy that's pushed for the city of 

Oswego, City of Fulton, Northern Oswego County, or what we're calling the 

the South Town communities that are just across the border of the river 

from where micron and and that development in Northern Onondaga County is 

going to happen. So 

 

282 



00:43:25.965 --> 00:43:54.549 

NorCOG: we've also put together separate focus groups for local elected 

officials that may have already reached out to you. I know that they've 

already started meetings with some of our local elected officials across 

Oswego County. We put together a focus group for real estate 

professionals, for them to get an understanding from home builders, from 

other housing developers, from land bank, from other entities that have 

their pulse on different areas of housing, and can give them a good 

understanding of how that works in Oswego County, and what they see as 

the opportunities and some of the barriers. 

 

283 

00:43:55.105 --> 00:44:03.159 

NorCOG: We'll be having our next steering committee meeting in early 

December, with our plan of wrapping up the study in late February, early 

March. 

 

284 

00:44:03.270 --> 00:44:14.859 

NorCOG: and then there will also be a marketing piece with information on 

strategic sites and key info that'll be developed about a month or 2 

after that. So, but the study itself will be wrapped up by about February 

March. So 

 

285 

00:44:15.121 --> 00:44:42.540 

NorCOG: what I'm thinking is that we could probably come and make a 

presentation on sort of the you know that study. You know, in sometime in 

the spring, so I would say, probably March, but maybe it might be a 

little bit after depending on on when that comes out. So I think that 

it's a it's a great thing that we're we're working on. To my knowledge. 

We've never really done anything like this. We're kind of behind some 

other counties and and regions around the State that have done this in 

the last couple of years. It's obviously in need. The 

 

286 

00:44:42.910 --> 00:45:01.278 

NorCOG: Syracuse and Central New York region has been identified as the 

second hottest housing market in the in the Us. Right now in terms of the 

percentage of cost increase just over the last few years. So obviously, 

there's an there's an issue with supply versus demand. So we're trying to 

look at how we can help to 

 

287 

00:45:01.610 --> 00:45:11.679 

NorCOG: Bring some of the housing, the best and highest use, and and and 

bring the kind of housing that we want to have in a sweet county. So 

that's really an update on that. Like I said, it's something that 

 

288 

00:45:11.730 --> 00:45:33.739 

NorCOG: the Industrial Development Agency and the county legislature 

really partnered on, and because we see it as a as a huge need. And I 

look at it this way, if we want more business to come. We need to have 



more workers here and to have more workers here. We need to have the kind 

of housing that they need. So it's it's all related together. And if one 

of those things isn't working, then it's going to impact the others. So 

anyway, any questions on that. 

 

289 

00:45:36.080 --> 00:45:36.800 

NorCOG: Okay. 

 

290 

00:45:37.010 --> 00:45:37.899 

NorCOG: thank you. 

 

291 

00:45:44.060 --> 00:46:08.429 

NorCOG: Okay? So I think on the last thing before we get to our future 

speaker. So I should have said this when I was up here earlier. But the 

United Lake 9 E update. We reached out to the Central New York Regional 

Planning and Development Board, who is taking the lead on the United lake 

water. It's a watershed plan. They call it 9 E. It's short for 9 element. 

It's just a certain way of approaching watershed planning. It's been 

going on for a couple of years now. 

 

292 

00:46:08.650 --> 00:46:21.099 

NorCOG: And the update from Central New York was that they're continuing 

to do the computer modeling. Looking at different scenarios that were 

developed by the Advisory Committee earlier this year. 

 

293 

00:46:21.943 --> 00:46:29.550 

NorCOG: Those different computer modeling scenarios include things like 

temperature and precipitation increases 

 

294 

00:46:29.790 --> 00:46:37.899 

NorCOG: increased levels of phosphorus which could come from additional 

septic systems in the watershed. If that were to happen in the future. 

 

295 

00:46:38.070 --> 00:46:51.449 

NorCOG: And what happens if things like cover crops or septic system, 

improvements or improvements on farms happen? What does that do to the 

water quality? So they're just doing all these modeling exercises on the 

computer at this point. 

 

296 

00:46:51.837 --> 00:47:02.119 

NorCOG: If it continues to progress, as they hope, they plan on holding a 

public meeting, on the results of the modeling in the spring of 2025. 

 

297 

00:47:02.460 --> 00:47:14.269 



NorCOG: So that's my update. I'm not really involved in it. But that's 

what Central New York said. Lots of things can be being presented and 

talked about in the spring of 2025. So that's all. I 

 

298 

00:47:14.430 --> 00:47:23.879 

NorCOG: God, I don't really even want to take any questions, because I 

won't. I won't be able to answer them. So and you're gonna introduce 

Krista. 

 

299 

00:47:24.310 --> 00:47:32.370 

NorCOG: Okay? So Kristen is with us tonight, Krista, do you want to just 

double check and make sure you can share your screen, you should be able 

to. 

 

300 

00:47:32.370 --> 00:47:34.250 

Krista Spohr: Yes, yeah. Let's see. 

 

301 

00:47:34.250 --> 00:47:36.360 

NorCOG: Oh, we can hear you great in the room that's. 

 

302 

00:47:36.360 --> 00:47:37.420 

Krista Spohr: Yay! 

 

303 

00:47:37.420 --> 00:48:05.360 

NorCOG: So Krista is with the Department of Environmental Conservation in 

Albany office. She has been the point person for public participation for 

the new, proposed DC. Freshwater Wetland regulations, and I really can't 

do a better job of introducing her than that. So I'm just going to turn 

it over to Krista, and if you'd like to say anything else about yourself 

before you dive in, please do thanks. 

 

304 

00:48:05.360 --> 00:48:10.439 

Krista Spohr: Yeah. Thank you. Can you guys see that 1st slide? 

 

305 

00:48:11.020 --> 00:48:11.890 

NorCOG: Yes, we can. 

 

306 

00:48:11.890 --> 00:48:16.329 

Krista Spohr: Okay, fabulous. Thank you for that introduction, and thank 

you so much for 

 

307 

00:48:16.560 --> 00:48:35.051 

Krista Spohr: accommodating me and allowing me to do this on Zoom. I 

really wanted to get out there in person is what I you know what works 



best. I love to meet new faces, but you know we have this tool. So why 

not use it when I can't make that happen? 

 

308 

00:48:35.680 --> 00:48:54.726 

Krista Spohr: before I get into this, I'm just gonna cause th. This is 

long, and I'm glad I got you guys this presentation before. So you can 

digest and also have some time. But I also want to say there will be time 

for some questions. It's about 45 min long. 

 

309 

00:48:55.770 --> 00:48:56.860 

Krista Spohr: there. 

 

310 

00:48:57.640 --> 00:49:25.480 

Krista Spohr: because we are still in step one and step one is getting 

these regulations adopted. Step 2 is the nitty gritty of the regulations, 

and exactly how you'll be regulating them. So any case, by case basis any 

like site specific things for future determinations after January 21, st 

I cannot answer those for you. The best I got for you is to 

 

311 

00:49:25.500 --> 00:49:28.280 

Krista Spohr: look at the statue, and there's a 

 

312 

00:49:28.720 --> 00:49:45.970 

Krista Spohr: QR. Code and website at the end of this. So look at the 

express terms and try to figure out if it's close or not. By the end of 

December. We will have those sops out. We will have more of, you know 

 

313 

00:49:46.020 --> 00:49:51.500 

Krista Spohr: the nitty gritty of with of the direction of how exactly 

this is happening. So let me 

 

314 

00:49:51.720 --> 00:50:15.269 

Krista Spohr: start. And just, we're talking about these wetlands 

regulations today. And it's all about the mapping and the classification. 

So 1st of all, we're going to be talking about these statutory changes, 

the current regulations and the challenges, the draft regulations 

implementing changes, the advance notice of proposed rulemaking, the 

feedback we got from that, and how we 

 

315 

00:50:15.270 --> 00:50:26.599 

Krista Spohr: revised the express terms because of that permitting, 

through the transition period examples of Gis application of the 

criteria, general programmatic process, changes 

 

316 

00:50:26.630 --> 00:50:29.779 



Krista Spohr: and public comment period and the hearings. 

 

317 

00:50:30.740 --> 00:50:36.419 

Krista Spohr: So our freshwater wetlands regulations are housed in 3 

different parts. 

 

318 

00:50:36.610 --> 00:51:00.240 

Krista Spohr: the part 663 is where the permit requirements are part 664 

is where the mapping and the classification are part 665 is where local 

government implementation and minimum land use is, but we are just 

changed. Well, legislation just changed, part 664. So the mapping and the 

classification 

 

319 

00:51:00.420 --> 00:51:06.700 

Krista Spohr: this, these are all the sections of where those changes are 

found. 

 

320 

00:51:08.480 --> 00:51:13.269 

Krista Spohr: That's why I'm very glad you guys have this presentation. 

So I can just buzz through these big ones. 

 

321 

00:51:13.430 --> 00:51:25.229 

Krista Spohr: So currently, in part 6, 6, 4, we have mapped regulated 

wetlands and anything that is greater than 12.4 acres. 

 

322 

00:51:25.280 --> 00:51:29.240 

Krista Spohr: There is an unusual local importance that 

 

323 

00:51:29.330 --> 00:51:41.079 

Krista Spohr: makes it regulated. And that's if there was something like 

a bog turtle in that wetland. There's only 13 of these unusual local 

importance. Wetlands throughout the State. 

 

324 

00:51:41.150 --> 00:51:52.640 

Krista Spohr: There is a hundred foot adjacent area around the wetland 

that we regulate as well. This gives the wetland a little bit more space 

to be able to 

 

325 

00:51:53.580 --> 00:52:00.559 

Krista Spohr: protect those benefits, those wetland benefits you might 

have heard called a buffer area. 

 

326 

00:52:00.840 --> 00:52:09.869 



Krista Spohr: Internally, DC uses adjacent area, but consultants and 

others use buffer area. Those are interchangeable 

 

327 

00:52:10.372 --> 00:52:20.769 

Krista Spohr: and we classify wetlands, one through 4, 1 being the most 

restrictive in the permitting process, and 4 being the least restrictive. 

 

328 

00:52:21.880 --> 00:52:30.540 

Krista Spohr: So like, I said, we classify those wetlands, one through 4, 

and we classify them on the ability to perform wetland functions and 

provide wetland benefits. 

 

329 

00:52:30.590 --> 00:52:36.330 

Krista Spohr: The special ecological importance that Wetland might have, 

like an inland core fan. 

 

330 

00:52:36.800 --> 00:52:41.489 

Krista Spohr: special features, habitats for endangered or threatened 

species. 

 

331 

00:52:41.660 --> 00:52:55.180 

Krista Spohr: hydrological and pollution control features. So currently, 

in part 6, 6, 4, there's 40 criteria. And in a class one wetland, there 

is 7 criteria. 

 

332 

00:52:56.450 --> 00:52:58.439 

Krista Spohr: So currently 

 

333 

00:52:58.820 --> 00:53:12.560 

Krista Spohr: we have these maps, these regulatory maps, and these are 

based on a field visit of each site, taking in consideration the wetland 

type, the benefits of the wetland, the distribution and location, and 

they were drawn up just like this 

 

334 

00:53:13.910 --> 00:53:19.929 

Krista Spohr: cartographer is doing in this picture. So there's an 

overlay of the aerial photo. 

 

335 

00:53:20.320 --> 00:53:24.979 

Krista Spohr: and they circle around where those wetlands are found. 

 

336 

00:53:25.410 --> 00:53:31.150 

Krista Spohr: So we're going to enlarge this portion because I'm going to 

show you how these maps are inaccurate. 



 

337 

00:53:33.150 --> 00:53:38.209 

Krista Spohr: And then this is the original air photo. You do the 

overlay. 

 

338 

00:53:38.300 --> 00:53:54.640 

Krista Spohr: And you can see the shaded in portions is the wetlands. 

Using old technology. Using new technology is the outlined green portion. 

So there is a lot of wetlands being missed on the landscape. Because 

we're using old technology. 

 

339 

00:53:55.230 --> 00:54:06.220 

Krista Spohr: So let me give you a little bit more context on why there's 

a need for change. So in 1975, Article 24 of the Freshwater Wetlands Act 

was introduced 

 

340 

00:54:07.010 --> 00:54:21.490 

Krista Spohr: by 1984. The 1st county had finalized its maps. So that's 

how long it took for the 1st county to get their maps all identified and 

drawn up on them on the maps. 

 

341 

00:54:21.560 --> 00:54:29.480 

Krista Spohr: By 1992, we realized. Okay, these maps are inefficient, and 

we need to do some amendments to them. 

 

342 

00:54:30.390 --> 00:54:38.329 

Krista Spohr: So then, by 1995, we realized how efficient the inefficient 

the process was to do these map amendments because there was 

 

343 

00:54:38.800 --> 00:54:56.320 

Krista Spohr: so much that goes into it as like resources, including 

money. You have to send out a certified letter of mail to all the people 

in the parcel that are involved. You have to put notification in the 

newspaper. 

 

344 

00:54:56.570 --> 00:55:00.709 

Krista Spohr: There was a they estimated it was about. 

 

345 

00:55:00.850 --> 00:55:03.630 

Krista Spohr: Maybe I have it on there, but it's estimated about 

 

346 

00:55:03.640 --> 00:55:09.219 

Krista Spohr: to do all the map amendments in New York State. It would 

cost about. 



 

347 

00:55:09.340 --> 00:55:14.080 

Krista Spohr: I think it was 7 million dollars and not worth it. 

 

348 

00:55:14.650 --> 00:55:41.620 

Krista Spohr: So then, in 2011 and 2022, the effort, the main goal, was 

to remove the maps as being regulatory. So currently, there's about 1.2 

million acres on the maps, 1.2 million acres of wetlands on the maps. 

It's estimated we're missing about a million additional unmapped wetland 

acres that meet our jurisdictional criteria, but because they're not on 

those regulatory maps. 

 

349 

00:55:41.660 --> 00:55:43.869 

Krista Spohr: we can't protect them. 

 

350 

00:55:44.860 --> 00:55:49.619 

Krista Spohr: So these are the implications of the inaccuracy of the 

regulatory maps. 

 

351 

00:55:49.730 --> 00:55:53.799 

Krista Spohr: There's confusion for the regulated community and DC 

 

352 

00:55:54.290 --> 00:55:57.110 

Krista Spohr: ongoing jurisdictional questions. 

 

353 

00:55:57.630 --> 00:56:01.410 

Krista Spohr: difficulty for project planning development and design 

 

354 

00:56:02.250 --> 00:56:05.110 

Krista Spohr: delays in project implementation 

 

355 

00:56:05.810 --> 00:56:10.069 

Krista Spohr: and the statutory resource protection goals are not being 

met. 

 

356 

00:56:10.800 --> 00:56:12.520 

Krista Spohr: So basically, our maps stink. 

 

357 

00:56:13.630 --> 00:56:21.730 

Krista Spohr: So that's why the significant statutory changes to the 

freshwater Wetlands act came to be. So there's 3 key changes. 

 

358 



00:56:22.270 --> 00:56:26.270 

Krista Spohr: One. The maps are no longer going to be regulatory. 

 

359 

00:56:26.300 --> 00:56:35.910 

Krista Spohr: There are going to be informational maps. These 

informational maps. The modeling is done is being done by Cornell 

Institute for Resource information Sciences 

 

360 

00:56:37.590 --> 00:56:49.899 

Krista Spohr: previously mapped and informational maps will be available 

online in December. That is going to be housed either in the 

environmental resource map or the Dec. Info locator. 

 

361 

00:56:52.950 --> 00:57:09.469 

Krista Spohr: So the second is key is the acreage threshold. So we're 

maintaining the current, 12.4 acre threshold, from 2025 to 2027, and 

2028. The threshold decreases to 7.4 acres. 

 

362 

00:57:10.220 --> 00:57:14.540 

Krista Spohr: and then the 3rd key change is wetlands of unusual 

importance. 

 

363 

00:57:14.660 --> 00:57:26.699 

Krista Spohr: So unusual importance shall mean a freshwater wetland, 

regardless of size, that will possess one or more of the following 

characteristics, as determined by the department pursuant to the 

regulations. 

 

364 

00:57:26.720 --> 00:57:29.799 

Krista Spohr: So these are the 11 criteria 

 

365 

00:57:30.210 --> 00:57:51.310 

Krista Spohr: located within a watershed with significant flooding, 

located within or adjacent to an urban area. According to the Us. Census 

bureau, it contains a rare plant species. It contains habitat for 

essential behavior of endangered, threatened special concern or species 

of greatest conservation need. 

 

366 

00:57:51.330 --> 00:58:00.840 

Krista Spohr: It is classified by the department as a class one wetland. 

It was previously classified and mapped by the department as a wetland of 

unusual local importance. 

 

367 

00:58:00.850 --> 00:58:03.910 

Krista Spohr: and, like I said, there was 13 of those in the State. 



 

368 

00:58:04.190 --> 00:58:12.789 

Krista Spohr: It is a vernal pool, known to be productive for amphibian 

breeding. It is located with a fema designated floodway. 

 

369 

00:58:12.910 --> 00:58:24.170 

Krista Spohr: It was previously mapped by the department on or before 

December 31st 2024. It is a wetland of local or regional significance. 

 

370 

00:58:24.620 --> 00:58:29.200 

Krista Spohr: It is of significant importance in protecting the State's 

water quality. 

 

371 

00:58:30.160 --> 00:58:34.600 

Krista Spohr: So summary of the key changes in order the what's gonna 

 

372 

00:58:34.900 --> 00:58:38.109 

Krista Spohr: determine these jurisdictional determinations 

 

373 

00:58:38.250 --> 00:58:45.220 

Krista Spohr: is the regulatory maps no longer being regulatory. They're 

informational maps. 

 

374 

00:58:45.320 --> 00:58:47.399 

Krista Spohr: the acreage threshold 

 

375 

00:58:47.540 --> 00:58:49.790 

Krista Spohr: dropping, staying 

 

376 

00:58:49.950 --> 00:59:00.340 

Krista Spohr: 12.4, but dropping to 7.4 in 2028. And this unusual 

wetlands criteria. So if we go back to this unusual wetlands criteria. 

 

377 

00:59:00.670 --> 00:59:13.539 

Krista Spohr: if you look at 6 and 9, these are basically the same thing. 

So it's pretty much 10 criteria instead of 11. It's kind of like that 

Jimi Hendrix song. If 6 were 9. 

 

378 

00:59:15.850 --> 00:59:21.300 

Krista Spohr: So looking at these criteria or these 

 

379 

00:59:21.350 --> 00:59:22.550 



Krista Spohr: 5 

 

380 

00:59:22.610 --> 00:59:32.149 

Krista Spohr: unusual importance criteria. These are so specific in the 

statute, there is no room for us to have to do any interpretation 

 

381 

00:59:33.260 --> 00:59:35.120 

Krista Spohr: where the work was 

 

382 

00:59:35.210 --> 01:00:04.359 

Krista Spohr: and why we did 2 rounds of public comment is, we had to 

really put our thinking caps on and define what these ones were, and we 

really tried hard to strike a balance, a balance environmentally and 

economically so located within a watershed of significant flooding 

habitat for essential behavior of endangered, threatened special concern. 

Species of greatest conservation need. 

 

383 

01:00:04.760 --> 01:00:11.969 

Krista Spohr: It is classified by the department as a class one wetland. 

It is a vernal pool known to be productive for amphibian breeding. 

 

384 

01:00:13.160 --> 01:00:16.299 

Krista Spohr: It is a wetland of local or regional importance 

 

385 

01:00:16.370 --> 01:00:17.900 

Krista Spohr: or significance. 

 

386 

01:00:17.930 --> 01:00:24.079 

Krista Spohr: It is significant importance in protecting the State's 

water quality. So, looking at 

 

387 

01:00:24.510 --> 01:00:27.350 

Krista Spohr: the existing part 6, 6, 4. 

 

388 

01:00:28.000 --> 01:00:29.649 

Krista Spohr: Like I said, it's 

 

389 

01:00:30.480 --> 01:00:43.500 

Krista Spohr: classes we. We are keeping the classification system one 

through 4. There's 40 criteria. The assignments are based on site visits 

of each wetland to identify and assess 

 

390 

01:00:43.820 --> 01:00:45.230 



Krista Spohr: these 3 

 

391 

01:00:45.650 --> 01:00:46.650 

Krista Spohr: things. 

 

392 

01:00:47.030 --> 01:00:51.069 

Krista Spohr: But basically it's field-based classification scheme 

 

393 

01:00:51.100 --> 01:00:54.549 

Krista Spohr: when looking at the proposed part 6, 6, 4, 

 

394 

01:00:54.790 --> 01:00:56.140 

Krista Spohr: drafting 

 

395 

01:00:56.580 --> 01:01:02.790 

Krista Spohr: the remote, just, jurisdictional determinations and 

classification system needs efficiency. So 

 

396 

01:01:03.250 --> 01:01:11.090 

Krista Spohr: determinations must be timely, repeatable, objective, 

consistent process with the same outcome among all staff 

 

397 

01:01:11.690 --> 01:01:19.190 

Krista Spohr: and appropriate wetland classification assignments made 

based on objective id of classification 

 

398 

01:01:19.220 --> 01:01:23.060 

Krista Spohr: criteria. So this is a data reliant data driven 

 

399 

01:01:23.340 --> 01:01:27.199 

Krista Spohr: Jd and classification assignment. So there is 

 

400 

01:01:27.270 --> 01:01:46.009 

Krista Spohr: so. This main difference with the regulatory maps is 

currently, if you had a question about jurisdictional determination, you 

would go to your region, and that region would answer, they would look at 

the maps, and if there was any sort of question they might come out and 

 

401 

01:01:46.110 --> 01:01:48.318 

Krista Spohr: and look at the site 

 

402 

01:01:49.410 --> 01:01:52.689 



Krista Spohr: And now, instead of going to the region. 

 

403 

01:01:52.770 --> 01:02:15.689 

Krista Spohr: it's all going to be done remotely. So you're going to call 

Center. There's going to be a form on the website that you will fill out 

to get a jurisdictional determination and the same kind of thing. If 

there is a process, if there's a disagreement, because once you put that 

form in for that jurisdictional determination, and anybody can put in a 

jurisdictional determination for a parcel 

 

404 

01:02:16.250 --> 01:02:33.880 

Krista Spohr: or a project, and once that is in, then you will receive a 

letter of notice, and it either will say a negative determination or a 

positive determination. When you get your positive determination, we will 

also tell you what classification that Wetland is. 

 

405 

01:02:35.640 --> 01:02:58.649 

Krista Spohr: So in January 3rd of this year we put in the advance notice 

of rulemaking. So the goals of this rulemaking was to engage with the 

public in an open, transparent manner, to inform the stakeholders of the 

New York State Freshwater Wetland program and the changes on the horizon. 

We wanted to solicit and receive stakeholder feedback and input while 

developing the new proposed rules. 

 

406 

01:02:58.790 --> 01:03:07.679 

Krista Spohr: And we wanted to provide an efficient mechanism with time 

to act on that feedback early enough to develop to change the 

regulations. 

 

407 

01:03:07.800 --> 01:03:10.049 

Krista Spohr: because again, that statute says. 

 

408 

01:03:10.200 --> 01:03:12.500 

Krista Spohr: we have until January 1st 

 

409 

01:03:12.520 --> 01:03:13.920 

Krista Spohr: of next year. 

 

410 

01:03:15.540 --> 01:03:34.560 

Krista Spohr: So there is a lot of reoccurring themes, a lot of 

clarifying questions on definitions, implementation, and data concerned. 

We will be overwhelmed with the workload permitting for projects already 

in the development pipeline vernal pools. How will that work? Because in 

New York we've never regulated vernal pools before 

 

411 



01:03:35.990 --> 01:03:44.969 

Krista Spohr: questions regarding the jurisdictional determination? 

Process. So these are the changes we made regarding those, the feedback. 

 

412 

01:03:45.050 --> 01:03:49.079 

Krista Spohr: So first, st the permitting protocols for projects already 

in the pipeline. 

 

413 

01:03:51.240 --> 01:04:02.360 

Krista Spohr: And this is just a picture of. There was 3 new biologists 

hired in for Central Office, and these are the ones that will be doing 

the remote jurisdictional determinations. 

 

414 

01:04:04.130 --> 01:04:16.590 

Krista Spohr: So projects meeting the following criteria prior to January 

1, st 2025 will be allowed to continue without any change in Article 24. 

Jurisdiction for the following specified terms. 

 

415 

01:04:16.910 --> 01:04:30.950 

Krista Spohr: so projects with map State regulated wetlands. If these 

conditions are met before 2025, if issued. Dec. Freshwater wetlands 

permit or Dec. Notice of complete freshwater wetlands permit. Application 

 

416 

01:04:31.690 --> 01:04:40.610 

Krista Spohr: doesn't matter. The scope of the project, whether it's 

major or minor. There is new regulations won't apply until the permit 

 

417 

01:04:40.620 --> 01:04:42.810 

Krista Spohr: that they currently have expires 

 

418 

01:04:45.540 --> 01:04:47.200 

Krista Spohr: projects without 

 

419 

01:04:47.850 --> 01:04:50.360 

Krista Spohr: map state regulated wetlands. 

 

420 

01:04:50.770 --> 01:04:55.120 

Krista Spohr: So the conditions must be met that are must be met before 

 

421 

01:04:55.460 --> 01:04:59.920 

Krista Spohr: 2025 is if there's a final environmental impact statement 

 

422 

01:05:00.170 --> 01:05:03.540 



Krista Spohr: or a negative declaration for a type, one action. 

 

423 

01:05:03.650 --> 01:05:12.250 

Krista Spohr: or the Site plan approval by the municipality. So the scope 

of the project is dependent here. So if it's a major project. 

 

424 

01:05:12.300 --> 01:05:21.729 

Krista Spohr: They have 3 and a half years. So until July 2028, if it's a 

minor project they have about 2 years. So that's till January 2027. 

 

425 

01:05:23.970 --> 01:05:27.149 

Krista Spohr: So next is amend the Jd process. 

 

426 

01:05:27.670 --> 01:05:29.560 

Krista Spohr: It came up that what if 

 

427 

01:05:29.900 --> 01:05:41.959 

Krista Spohr: what happens if DC. Misses that 90 day jurisdictional 

deadline? There's a we have 90 days after there's a request for a Jd. 

Comes in. 

 

428 

01:05:42.350 --> 01:05:51.619 

Krista Spohr: So if the department fails to provide a definite answer in 

writing within 90 days the Requester shall make notice of that failure by 

means of certified mail. 

 

429 

01:05:51.680 --> 01:05:57.729 

Krista Spohr: If the Department then fails to provide a definite answer 

within 10 business days of the receipt of such a notice. 

 

430 

01:05:57.810 --> 01:06:04.889 

Krista Spohr: freshwater wetland jurisdiction shall be be deemed waived 

for a period of 5 years from the date of the waiver. 

 

431 

01:06:09.230 --> 01:06:16.669 

Krista Spohr: so regulated vernal pools. This was one of the big ones 

that we had to do a lot of thinking about, and there's a lot of questions 

around. 

 

432 

01:06:17.800 --> 01:06:22.100 

Krista Spohr: It states the Department shall create and maintain a list 

of 

 

433 



01:06:22.530 --> 01:06:32.499 

Krista Spohr: geographic coordinates for vernal pools known to the 

department, and that meet the criteria in subparagraphs, one through 6 of 

paragraph G in this section 

 

434 

01:06:35.300 --> 01:06:41.609 

Krista Spohr: the department shall publish updates to the productive 

vernal pool list in the Environmental notice, bulletin 

 

435 

01:06:44.770 --> 01:06:45.890 

Krista Spohr: Allergies. 

 

436 

01:06:48.220 --> 01:06:49.130 

Krista Spohr: So 

 

437 

01:06:49.420 --> 01:06:51.230 

Krista Spohr: in order to 

 

438 

01:06:51.260 --> 01:06:56.919 

Krista Spohr: know what's productive in a vernal pool has to be a list of 

known productive vernal pools. So 

 

439 

01:06:57.660 --> 01:07:00.040 

Krista Spohr: the natural heritage program 

 

440 

01:07:01.030 --> 01:07:09.790 

Krista Spohr: had already created a survey of New York State, of their 

vernal pools and the productivity. So that is what we looked at. 

 

441 

01:07:16.420 --> 01:07:18.659 

Krista Spohr: They looked at species, groups. 

 

442 

01:07:18.780 --> 01:07:23.359 

Krista Spohr: geographic area. That's why the state is broken up into 5 

different areas. 

 

443 

01:07:24.680 --> 01:07:27.860 

Krista Spohr: And we have to list this on our website. 

 

444 

01:07:28.340 --> 01:07:30.730 

Krista Spohr: So the changes that were made 

 

445 



01:07:30.770 --> 01:07:34.169 

Krista Spohr: to the vernal pools because of the advance notice 

 

446 

01:07:34.740 --> 01:07:39.920 

Krista Spohr: is the process for landowners to notify dec of productive 

rental pools. So 

 

447 

01:07:40.200 --> 01:07:41.750 

Krista Spohr: basically, right now. 

 

448 

01:07:42.370 --> 01:07:53.320 

Krista Spohr: when 2025 starts, the only vernal pools that will be 

regulated are the vernal pools that are already in that survey from the 

heritage program. 

 

449 

01:07:54.030 --> 01:07:55.770 

Krista Spohr: and it's mostly state 

 

450 

01:07:55.970 --> 01:08:10.449 

Krista Spohr: vernal pools. Very few private ones. This is a program that 

is going to be voluntary for people to submit their information, saying, 

Hey, I think I have a productive vernal pool over here. Will you please 

regulate it? 

 

451 

01:08:14.180 --> 01:08:22.170 

Krista Spohr: We did some technical adjustments, and that's in the next 

slide. And we extended the adjacent area. So the technical adjustments. 

This is 

 

452 

01:08:23.040 --> 01:08:28.460 

Krista Spohr: how product productivity is determined by the egg masses of 

the species. 

 

453 

01:08:28.930 --> 01:08:35.239 

Krista Spohr: And when we put in that advance notice, there was a lot of 

good data sent back to us that, hey? 

 

454 

01:08:35.380 --> 01:08:37.130 

Krista Spohr: These numbers 

 

455 

01:08:37.939 --> 01:09:02.150 

Krista Spohr: are way too high for these species in this region. So then 

we dropped and we did more research. They gave us the data. And it's 

actually instead of 55 plus egg masses for a spotted salamander in the 



Hudson Mohawk area. It's going to be 35, and instead of 30 plus egg 

masses for the Wood Frog, it's going to be 10. 

 

456 

01:09:03.660 --> 01:09:09.956 

Krista Spohr: And then why extend the adjacent area for vernal pools? 

Because that was a big concern. 

 

457 

01:09:10.680 --> 01:09:14.810 

Krista Spohr: that a hundred foot adjacent area just was not enough. 

 

458 

01:09:15.200 --> 01:09:29.179 

Krista Spohr: The statute directs us to protect fernal pools for 

amphibians. Upland habitat is vital for amphibian populations to persist, 

and all studies conclude that protecting a 100 foot zone is not enough 

for amphibians to persist. 

 

459 

01:09:29.300 --> 01:09:32.630 

Krista Spohr: So the question is then how large of an area is enough. 

 

460 

01:09:32.729 --> 01:09:34.570 

Krista Spohr: There was a 

 

461 

01:09:34.720 --> 01:09:37.453 

Krista Spohr: a lot of peer reviewed 

 

462 

01:09:38.359 --> 01:09:43.050 

Krista Spohr: information that came into us or came to us that stated 

 

463 

01:09:43.350 --> 01:09:48.710 

Krista Spohr: why we needed to extend that adjacent area, a lot of 

science behind it. And then. 

 

464 

01:09:49.130 --> 01:09:50.810 

Krista Spohr: looking at all of that 

 

465 

01:09:50.950 --> 01:10:01.800 

Krista Spohr: data, we took the average and the mean of the average. And 

that's where we came up with, okay, instead of a hundred foot adjacent 

area, it's going to be 800 foot adjacent area 

 

466 

01:10:03.020 --> 01:10:06.639 

Krista Spohr: which makes people concerned. So I will show you. 

 



467 

01:10:07.150 --> 01:10:20.430 

Krista Spohr: And so a remember that vernal pools. It's a voluntary 

program, and it is difficult to get on the list, so you must have wetland 

vegetation. It must be surveyed. 

 

468 

01:10:20.720 --> 01:10:30.139 

Krista Spohr: must be productive, so that stringent egg mass chart that I 

showed it must be documented, it must be submitted to DC. 

 

469 

01:10:30.210 --> 01:10:36.829 

Krista Spohr: And then you must get on the list in order, must be posted 

on the website in order for that to then be regulated. 

 

470 

01:10:38.370 --> 01:10:42.260 

Krista Spohr: So say we have a vernal pool. That's a little blue.in the 

center. 

 

471 

01:10:43.880 --> 01:10:55.840 

Krista Spohr: There's a lot of site specific factors for permitting your 

vernal pools there's must have. We're looking at the existing conditions, 

the lot arrangement proposed activities. 

 

472 

01:10:55.990 --> 01:10:59.239 

Krista Spohr: practical or whatever you know that word 

 

473 

01:11:00.180 --> 01:11:01.100 

Krista Spohr: options 

 

474 

01:11:01.220 --> 01:11:06.810 

Krista Spohr: impacts on habitat and amphibian use. So let's say, there's 

a farm field here. 

 

475 

01:11:08.490 --> 01:11:15.769 

Krista Spohr: and then we already have some development going on. Now 

that dotted line is the limit of disturbance. 

 

476 

01:11:16.830 --> 01:11:17.890 

Krista Spohr: So 

 

477 

01:11:18.050 --> 01:11:20.679 

Krista Spohr: if you're looking at that vernal pool 

 

478 



01:11:21.030 --> 01:11:32.729 

Krista Spohr: right, the green area is more of where that amphibian where 

the amphibians would most likely want to be when it's a farm field. Yes, 

they'll go in it a little bit, but it's not their preferred area. And 

then. 

 

479 

01:11:33.230 --> 01:11:40.850 

Krista Spohr: when there's development, they're not going to go all the 

way to the development. There's a limit of disturbance, right? So say, 

there's a 

 

480 

01:11:41.480 --> 01:11:48.960 

Krista Spohr: a house that somebody wants to put in, and they're looking. 

There's a road right there, so they can't go much further out of that 

 

481 

01:11:49.170 --> 01:12:00.829 

Krista Spohr: 800 foot buffer area. It's blocking them for doing that so. 

And they want their limit of disturbance to be that yellow bar. Well, 

instead of making that 

 

482 

01:12:02.210 --> 01:12:08.919 

Krista Spohr: their limit disturbance, that yellow bar, that big yard. 

Well, how about we just shrink it down a little bit, then we're not 

 

483 

01:12:08.960 --> 01:12:18.509 

Krista Spohr: so much so too close to that vernal pool. And then, even 

further, well, what if we just move the house a little over to the side. 

So then it's not 

 

484 

01:12:18.840 --> 01:12:31.129 

Krista Spohr: so dead center into the 800 foot buffer zone. So there's 

ways that their permitting can still happen. The what we, the rules that 

we go by is avoid. 

 

485 

01:12:32.010 --> 01:12:48.950 

Krista Spohr: minimize. So we want to 1st try to avoid any kind of 

disturbance to the wetland. If you can avoid, then we're going to 

minimize. So this is an example of us minimizing. If there's no way for 

you to minimize, then that's when we get to mitigation. 

 

486 

01:12:51.350 --> 01:13:08.090 

Krista Spohr: So another thing that's in the regulations that's changing 

is the extending the adjacent areas. And this is to special wetlands like 

the vernal pool. So that's 3 or 800, and then to 300 feet for nutrient 

poor wetlands. 

 



487 

01:13:08.380 --> 01:13:12.880 

Krista Spohr: So example of a nutrient poor Wetland is a Brac spruce 

tamarack bog. 

 

488 

01:13:12.970 --> 01:13:19.480 

Krista Spohr: It is. These special, nutrient, poor wetlands are all known 

in New York State. There's 20 of them. 

 

489 

01:13:20.110 --> 01:13:27.379 

Krista Spohr: and they're on the natural heritage, database and the 

environmental resource mapper. 

 

490 

01:13:30.710 --> 01:13:38.729 

Krista Spohr: So then, when we look at located within a watershed with 

significant flooding, so how did we determine that? Well, we looked at 

hydrologic 

 

491 

01:13:38.990 --> 01:13:56.939 

Krista Spohr: unit codes or hucks. So the United States Geological Survey 

created the Hux, a hierarchical land area classification system based on 

surface hydrologic features. So the Usgs uses this nationwide system to 

delineate watersheds. 

 

492 

01:13:56.940 --> 01:14:09.069 

Krista Spohr: A Huck is a sequence of numbers or letters that identifies 

a hydrological unit or feature. So these hucks are unique to each 

hydrological unit in the State, and it consists of 2 to 12 digits. 

 

493 

01:14:09.780 --> 01:14:24.470 

Krista Spohr: So it's kind of counterintuitive, because the smaller the 

number, the larger the area. But we looked specifically at Huck. 12. So 

we're looking at the smallest area. And this picture is depicting all the 

Hucks in New York state. 

 

494 

01:14:25.240 --> 01:14:33.129 

Krista Spohr: So now that's step one. We look at all the Hucks, Huck. 12 

s. Watersheds, but they have to have 3. 

 

495 

01:14:33.290 --> 01:14:39.500 

Krista Spohr: The following criteria. They have to have impervious 

surface greater than 2%. 

 

496 

01:14:39.640 --> 01:14:43.720 

Krista Spohr: It has to have a water storage area of less than 5%, 



 

497 

01:14:44.240 --> 01:14:56.299 

Krista Spohr: and it has to be within 4 kilometers or 2.4 8 miles of an 

urban area. This was our way of looking at runoff water, holding capacity 

and human risk. 

 

498 

01:14:56.580 --> 01:14:59.859 

Krista Spohr: So when you look at these things individually. 

 

499 

01:15:00.120 --> 01:15:04.450 

Krista Spohr: this is factor one. All the hucks that have impervious 

surface 

 

500 

01:15:04.500 --> 01:15:07.330 

Krista Spohr: greater than 2%. This is Huck, 2 

 

501 

01:15:08.077 --> 01:15:11.420 

Krista Spohr: water storage, less than 5%, 

 

502 

01:15:12.600 --> 01:15:22.110 

Krista Spohr: and then factor 3 within a 4 kilometers of an urban area. 

So all of them separately look like a lot, and then it boils down to 

this. 

 

503 

01:15:24.620 --> 01:15:25.700 

Krista Spohr: So then. 

 

504 

01:15:25.750 --> 01:15:32.709 

Krista Spohr: things like located within or adjacent to an urban area 

that is so explicit. There was no room. 

 

505 

01:15:33.134 --> 01:15:41.420 

Krista Spohr: you know, Wiggle, there's no nothing we had to define. But 

these, are the New York urban areas throughout. 

 

506 

01:15:41.720 --> 01:15:43.959 

Krista Spohr: according to the Us. Census Bureau. 

 

507 

01:15:46.130 --> 01:16:06.729 

Krista Spohr: and then looking at the habitat for essential behavior of 

species of greatest conservation need so species of greatest conservation 

need is defined as it contains, so it contains a habitat for essential 



behavior in or of a species of greatest conservation need listed in the 

New York State. Wildlife Action plan 

 

508 

01:16:07.310 --> 01:16:22.100 

Krista Spohr: with habitat loss, having been identified by the Department 

as moderate to very high threat to New York populations. So we looked at 

habitat loss, because this is more about the habitat than the species 

itself. 

 

509 

01:16:23.100 --> 01:16:24.140 

Krista Spohr: And then. 

 

510 

01:16:24.600 --> 01:16:45.980 

Krista Spohr: if you look at all the species of greatest conservation 

need, there's 300 plus of those. But when you look at the actual habitat, 

the water where the wetlands are. That would be that specialized wetland 

housing these animals. There's only 20 species that are wetland dependent 

throughout New York State. 

 

511 

01:16:49.180 --> 01:16:51.979 

Krista Spohr: Again, it's data, reliant data driven. 

 

512 

01:16:53.970 --> 01:17:07.470 

Krista Spohr: And then the last thing that we changed or looked at in the 

statute was the appeal of jurisdiction, jurisdictional determinations. So 

if there is a appeal, the 

 

513 

01:17:07.590 --> 01:17:25.460 

Krista Spohr: don't like the positive jurisdictional determinations. The 

1st step to appeal that is, an initial consultation on that is, a field 

meeting on the site to delineate and look to see. Well, okay, maybe this 

is where it is or whatnot. 

 

514 

01:17:25.770 --> 01:17:32.830 

Krista Spohr: So then, after that initial delineation, then you have to 

complete a Jdf appeal application 

 

515 

01:17:32.910 --> 01:17:37.799 

Krista Spohr: within 120 days of that initial consultation. 

 

516 

01:17:37.920 --> 01:17:49.370 

Krista Spohr: so an acceptable basis of appeal would be an application 

missing technical information, incorrect application of regulatory 

criteria or incorrect application of guidance. 

 



517 

01:17:50.730 --> 01:17:54.630 

Krista Spohr: and the department has 60 days to respond to this. 

 

518 

01:17:57.400 --> 01:18:12.710 

Krista Spohr: So our timeline going forward, we did the July 10th notice 

of proposed rulemaking in the State Register. The public hearings were in 

September. That's when the comment period closed October, November. Right 

now we're processing the 400 plus comments. 

 

519 

01:18:13.340 --> 01:18:26.769 

Krista Spohr: and then hoping to get regulations to become adopted in 

early December and then December informational Wetlands, maps posted 

online along with those standard operating procedures 

 

520 

01:18:27.880 --> 01:18:31.320 

Krista Spohr: all posted on the website, and then January first, st 

 

521 

01:18:31.360 --> 01:18:33.639 

Krista Spohr: statutory amendments take effect. 

 

522 

01:18:34.340 --> 01:18:51.930 

Krista Spohr: There is the QR code that links to the freshwater Wetlands 

program. There's fact sheets on. There, there's a this presentation. A 

little things might be different on it that I gave in August. 

 

523 

01:18:51.950 --> 01:18:57.360 

Krista Spohr: virtually with some questions that were sent in, that I 

answer at the end. 

 

524 

01:18:59.910 --> 01:19:02.370 

Krista Spohr: I'll leave it up for a little bit longer. 

 

525 

01:19:04.170 --> 01:19:05.810 

Krista Spohr: Actually, I'll go back to it. 

 

526 

01:19:06.150 --> 01:19:09.279 

Krista Spohr: So oh, supporting documents Q. And a sheet. 

 

527 

01:19:10.300 --> 01:19:17.610 

Krista Spohr: So I always love to end with a chuck, Norris quote, because 

who doesn't love Chuck Norris? 

 

528 



01:19:18.280 --> 01:19:32.630 

Krista Spohr: I've always found that anything worth achieving will always 

have obstacles in the way, and you've got to have that drive and 

determination to overcome those obstacles en route to whatever it is that 

you want to accomplish. It's nice, because this is so, such an 

overwhelming 

 

529 

01:19:34.220 --> 01:19:41.099 

Krista Spohr: Amount of information and large change that we are doing to 

our regulation of wetlands. But the 

 

530 

01:19:41.180 --> 01:20:01.659 

Krista Spohr: the bigger picture is, we need to really protect these 

ecosystems. They are very important, not only to the natural world, but 

to the human world as well, and especially in these times of climate 

change like this is the weirdest fall ever. I cannot believe it's going 

to be 82 degrees tomorrow on Halloween. But anyway, we're going to get 

past that. 

 

531 

01:20:03.386 --> 01:20:21.379 

Krista Spohr: There is my information. Thank you so much for letting me 

talk to you, and without making you guys stay too past. Oh, see, I spoke 

quick enough that I gave you guys enough time to ask questions. But yeah, 

I'll leave that up, and I'll open the floor to questions. 

 

532 

01:20:26.030 --> 01:20:32.330 

Krista Spohr: and I am not looking at the comments. So if there's 

questions on the comments, I don't know how you guys want to facilitate 

this. 

 

533 

01:20:32.780 --> 01:20:40.679 

Krista Spohr: If you want to look at comments, I can stop sharing, and 

then I can look at comments, or if there's questions in the audience. 

 

534 

01:20:40.680 --> 01:20:44.595 

NorCOG: Yeah. Can you? Can you explain the 12.4 and the 7 point the 

acreage. 

 

535 

01:20:45.220 --> 01:20:51.489 

Krista Spohr: Yeah, so currently, it's 12.4 acres or greater that we 

regulate 

 

536 

01:20:51.710 --> 01:20:54.370 

Krista Spohr: that threshold is staying the same 

 

537 



01:20:54.820 --> 01:21:03.029 

Krista Spohr: until 2028. January 1st of 2028, then the threshold drops 

down to 7.4 acres. 

 

538 

01:21:03.230 --> 01:21:17.460 

Krista Spohr: So the thought process in their legislation when they were 

creating this law is that there will be enough work for us to do just to 

figure out the unusual importance criteria 

 

539 

01:21:17.510 --> 01:21:20.539 

Krista Spohr: and regulating that. And there's going to be 

 

540 

01:21:20.670 --> 01:21:24.020 

Krista Spohr: so much more regulation happening. 

 

541 

01:21:24.597 --> 01:21:38.890 

Krista Spohr: Just with the unusual importance criteria and the the maps 

being not regulatory anymore. That that gives us a couple years to kind 

of work out the kinks, and then be able to drop the threshold. 

 

542 

01:21:39.600 --> 01:21:46.569 

NorCOG: So if you're you're a resident, you're going to build a house. If 

you're building under 12.4 acres, you're going with the old rules 

 

543 

01:21:46.850 --> 01:21:49.340 

NorCOG: or the original rules that are in the technology 

 

544 

01:21:50.190 --> 01:21:51.819 

NorCOG: like a hundred. 

 

545 

01:21:52.460 --> 01:21:57.389 

Krista Spohr: So if you're building, I'm sorry I'm trying to hear you. If 

you're building a house 

 

546 

01:21:57.690 --> 01:21:58.230 

Krista Spohr: on. 

 

547 

01:21:58.230 --> 01:22:02.919 

NorCOG: If you're a resident building, a house, and you're under 12.4 

acres, is it? Just? 

 

548 

01:22:03.060 --> 01:22:08.020 



NorCOG: Is what rules are you basing on the 100 foot buffer, the old, the 

rules that exist now. 

 

549 

01:22:08.940 --> 01:22:17.090 

Krista Spohr: Now, but because now there's going to be unusual, the 

unusual importance criteria. So there's no size limit to those. 

 

550 

01:22:17.210 --> 01:22:26.050 

Krista Spohr: And so that's if you believe that you are? Your project is 

anywhere near a wetland? It is a a 

 

551 

01:22:26.340 --> 01:22:31.049 

Krista Spohr: do you need to get a jurisdictional determination? 1st to 

see, okay. 

 

552 

01:22:31.090 --> 01:22:32.930 

Krista Spohr: where is this wetland. 

 

553 

01:22:32.990 --> 01:22:42.400 

Krista Spohr: and what classification of a wetland is it? Because if it's 

if it doesn't have any of those 11 criteria, then 

 

554 

01:22:42.410 --> 01:22:48.520 

Krista Spohr: and it's under 12.4. Then, yeah, you can. Yeah, you can go 

by that. 

 

555 

01:22:48.580 --> 01:22:51.750 

Krista Spohr: You can build your part. You can do your project. 

 

556 

01:22:52.220 --> 01:23:02.769 

Krista Spohr: But 1st you still have to get a Jd. Even if it is under 

12.4. Because of that unusual importance, there could be something there 

that deems it 

 

557 

01:23:04.640 --> 01:23:06.420 

Krista Spohr: worthwhile to regulate? 

 

558 

01:23:07.610 --> 01:23:09.200 

Krista Spohr: Does that answer your question? 

 

559 

01:23:09.830 --> 01:23:12.630 

NorCOG: Yes, hasn't the corps of engineers 

 



560 

01:23:13.242 --> 01:23:17.489 

NorCOG: historically regulated wetlands less than 12.4 acres. 

 

561 

01:23:17.680 --> 01:23:18.340 

Krista Spohr: Yes. 

 

562 

01:23:18.730 --> 01:23:24.250 

NorCOG: Why? Why is it necessary for New York State, Dec. To start to do 

that? 

 

563 

01:23:24.950 --> 01:23:37.990 

Krista Spohr: Because they do it on different their classification scheme 

and what they deem as it. They're only looking at dredging and filling. 

Mainly. They're not looking at other. Their 

 

564 

01:23:38.080 --> 01:23:41.459 

Krista Spohr: regulated activities are less than what the State is. 

 

565 

01:23:43.370 --> 01:23:44.120 

NorCOG: But 

 

566 

01:23:44.980 --> 01:23:47.130 

NorCOG: so your your regulations are 

 

567 

01:23:47.180 --> 01:23:51.159 

NorCOG: more comprehensive. What the corps of engineers regulations are. 

 

568 

01:23:51.340 --> 01:23:52.010 

Krista Spohr: Yes. 

 

569 

01:23:56.180 --> 01:23:58.070 

NorCOG: Any any other questions. 

 

570 

01:23:58.210 --> 01:24:09.369 

NorCOG: I've got some written questions that that I'll go over, but I'm 

wondering if somebody didn't get a chance to write them if they want to 

ask a question. 

 

571 

01:24:13.000 --> 01:24:14.910 

NorCOG: She's not hearing you about this. 

 

572 



01:24:15.570 --> 01:24:20.529 

NorCOG: Where? Where's the question? 

 

573 

01:24:24.210 --> 01:24:54.190 

NorCOG: So my name is Austin Wheelock. I'm the executive director of 

Operation County as well as the CEO of the county idea. We're currently 

involved in multiple property development projects looking working with 

actually New York State on part state development to produce trouble, 

ready sites for major industrial projects. We're very concerned about 

this especially since located within or adjacent to an urban area 

 

574 

01:24:54.190 --> 01:25:16.939 

NorCOG: that's never been looked at before. It's a completely new. And I 

know you're saying, Hey, there's nothing we needed to do, because it's 

already saying what it is, but it seems pretty arbitrary in terms of what 

is an urban area. What is not, or what is adjacent, are there maps? I 

mean, there's a map here showing the urban areas. But there's nothing 

showing the adjacent urban areas. Do you have that? And could we see it 

 

575 

01:25:17.010 --> 01:25:19.780 

NorCOG: because we're I just have concerns that 

 

576 

01:25:19.900 --> 01:25:30.709 

NorCOG: it. We're gonna be held under a completely new rules very soon. 

And and I would, I would argue that these are not urban areas. They're 

very rural areas. 

 

577 

01:25:31.160 --> 01:25:48.719 

Krista Spohr: Yeah, that is so in the comments of the second round of the 

comment period that has definitely been noted. And that is unfortunately, 

we don't even. We don't have the maps from Cornell yet. We don't have 

those sops yet, like, I said, we've been in the 1st 

 

578 

01:25:48.830 --> 01:25:51.929 

Krista Spohr: step, and I know it's all kind of 

 

579 

01:25:52.900 --> 01:26:01.459 

Krista Spohr: a lot. And all at once there is gonna be a transition 

period, and there is good. It's gonna be 

 

580 

01:26:01.690 --> 01:26:23.271 

Krista Spohr: not smooth as we figure it out. But we're not be. We 

recognize that. So it's not. It's just gonna be a conversation. And you 

can start that conversation with your region like you said you're already 

actively working with your with the State on some things, and all of our 

regional managers, you know. They know, 



 

581 

01:26:23.870 --> 01:26:29.510 

Krista Spohr: what's going on and how how large the uncertainty scale is 

at this. 

 

582 

01:26:29.610 --> 01:26:33.450 

Krista Spohr: So we we just have to keep that conversation open. 

 

583 

01:26:33.610 --> 01:26:38.669 

Krista Spohr: We're not going to be jerks about it when it comes time to 

it. We understand it's a lot to ask. 

 

584 

01:26:39.470 --> 01:26:46.060 

NorCOG: Our-. Our engineers and our in our conversation today said, Try 

to get it done before January first.st That's what they told us 

 

585 

01:26:46.310 --> 01:26:56.989 

NorCOG: is, is their answer. So it's it's not really feasible to do that. 

Projects that take multiple years. This is this just another question I 

had is that 

 

586 

01:26:57.720 --> 01:27:09.659 

NorCOG: you mentioned early on that 1.2 million acres are currently 

regulated. You think that that there's another 1 million. So it's almost 

doubling the amount of regulated acreage. If and when that happens. 

 

587 

01:27:09.830 --> 01:27:25.700 

NorCOG: does the State have any plan to reimburse local municipalities 

for loss of usable acreage? When property owners successfully agree their 

property assessments, because land that they own is not no longer usable, 

and they are going to have their assessment. 

 

588 

01:27:25.710 --> 01:27:27.970 

NorCOG: Great question, so. 

 

589 

01:27:27.970 --> 01:27:31.969 

Krista Spohr: Okay, I'm trying to reframe the question. So I understand 

it. 

 

590 

01:27:32.100 --> 01:27:43.679 

Krista Spohr: Is there some sort of compensation for landowners that they 

bought this property? Thinking there was no restrictions on it. And now, 

all of a sudden, there's restrictions on it. Is that what you're saying. 

 



591 

01:27:43.850 --> 01:28:00.930 

NorCOG: That's 1 part of it, but more also for the communities that they 

have a certain tax base, you know, and and the money they raise in terms 

of pay, for you know the town bills and for a school district bills. 

Whatever is tax rate times assessment equals the amount they bring in. If 

 

592 

01:28:01.150 --> 01:28:15.700 

NorCOG: you know the the amount of wetland property is going to double or 

almost double. That means that they're going to, then go to their towns 

and say, Hey, the assessor currently says, my my home and my 10 acres is 

worth 250,000. I'm saying it's only worth 200,000, because 

 

593 

01:28:16.000 --> 01:28:34.679 

NorCOG: this property in the back is no longer usable. And when they do 

that, and the effect values in town drop by 20 to 30%. Maybe it's being 

hyperbolic. Maybe it's not that much. Even if it's 5 to 10%, they need to 

make that money up somewhere is the state have any plan to help those 

communities to make up that difference. 

 

594 

01:28:35.650 --> 01:28:48.129 

Krista Spohr: Well, there is conservation, ease, or easements. There are 

things, but that's municipality based as far as a statewide. There is not 

anything yet, but 

 

595 

01:28:48.630 --> 01:28:51.609 

Krista Spohr: it's in the comments, and it is being considered. 

 

596 

01:28:54.040 --> 01:28:54.760 

NorCOG: There's 

 

597 

01:28:55.070 --> 01:28:57.090 

NorCOG: gentlemen over there, Katie. 

 

598 

01:29:14.120 --> 01:29:25.750 

NorCOG: Yeah, on a slide. 43. Which is there. 

 

599 

01:29:28.230 --> 01:29:34.200 

Krista Spohr: Sorry I have a really hard time hearing you. I heard on 

slide something, and that was about it. 

 

600 

01:29:36.790 --> 01:29:39.079 

NorCOG: 5, 43. Can you hear me? 

 

601 



01:29:40.480 --> 01:29:42.270 

NorCOG: What if 

 

602 

01:29:43.110 --> 01:29:48.579 

NorCOG: this gentleman would like to see slide 43? Can you put that up, 

Krista? 

 

603 

01:29:49.700 --> 01:29:52.030 

NorCOG: You might be able to hear you better up here. 

 

604 

01:29:52.430 --> 01:29:54.139 

Krista Spohr: Yeah, sorry guys. 

 

605 

01:29:55.610 --> 01:29:57.050 

Krista Spohr: so let me 

 

606 

01:29:58.100 --> 01:29:59.420 

Krista Spohr: share 

 

607 

01:30:00.890 --> 01:30:01.800 

Krista Spohr: 40 

 

608 

01:30:02.540 --> 01:30:03.030 

Krista Spohr: cheese. 

 

609 

01:30:03.030 --> 01:30:04.579 

NorCOG: Getting slide, 43. 

 

610 

01:30:12.020 --> 01:30:13.779 

Krista Spohr: Alright, bear with me! 

 

611 

01:30:19.930 --> 01:30:20.600 

Krista Spohr: Yep. 

 

612 

01:30:20.860 --> 01:30:31.290 

NorCOG: So, yeah, so you mentioned limit of disturbance in here. And I 

was looking for a definition as to what limit of disturbances? So is that 

outside of actually building something? Is that like how big you can have 

your yards. 

 

613 

01:30:31.290 --> 01:30:34.220 

Krista Spohr: Yes, that's how big you can have your yard. So then. 



 

614 

01:30:35.130 --> 01:30:39.850 

NorCOG: So you're not just regulating buildings. You're regulating how 

big of yard space we can have as well. 

 

615 

01:30:40.610 --> 01:30:41.340 

NorCOG: Yep. 

 

616 

01:30:41.850 --> 01:30:51.849 

Krista Spohr: The limit. Yes, exactly. So. You also have to think. What 

do people put in yards? They put in, depending on where they are? They 

put in septics, they might put in wells, they might put in pools. 

 

617 

01:30:53.660 --> 01:30:55.969 

NorCOG: And that's something that DC wants to regulate. 

 

618 

01:30:57.190 --> 01:31:02.439 

Krista Spohr: If it's close to, if it's close to a wetland, and it's in 

the up against an adjacent area. 

 

619 

01:31:03.830 --> 01:31:08.300 

NorCOG: Almost feels like it's unconstitutional. You you don't see that 

as an overreach. 

 

620 

01:31:08.300 --> 01:31:22.350 

Krista Spohr: No, because you don't see that we need to protect these 

ecosystems. You don't see what's been going on, because we've just been 

blatantly doing what we wanted for so long. These are protecting us from 

so many things. 

 

621 

01:31:22.800 --> 01:31:24.449 

NorCOG: I've seen frogs in my yard. 

 

622 

01:31:24.740 --> 01:31:30.909 

Krista Spohr: That's great. You're not going to see frogs very long if we 

keep doing what we're doing. The fact that it's 82 degrees tomorrow 

 

623 

01:31:30.970 --> 01:31:32.640 

Krista Spohr: on Halloween. 

 

624 

01:31:33.088 --> 01:31:43.400 

NorCOG: 82 degrees 20 years ago, and I feel you should know your audience 

before you start going on this rank of yours. 



 

625 

01:31:43.400 --> 01:31:49.149 

Krista Spohr: I apologize for my reaction. I am had a very long day, and 

it is not your fault 

 

626 

01:31:49.250 --> 01:31:51.119 

Krista Spohr: that I'm exhausted. 

 

627 

01:31:51.350 --> 01:31:54.250 

NorCOG: Krista. I have. I have 4 questions 

 

628 

01:31:54.540 --> 01:31:58.660 

NorCOG: that 4 or 5 questions from the audience that were written down, 

and I'll 

 

629 

01:31:58.750 --> 01:32:00.449 

NorCOG: 2 of them deal with the 

 

630 

01:32:03.050 --> 01:32:12.849 

NorCOG: basically questions that are suggesting that Dec is would be 

incapable of handling the additional workload associated with enumerating 

 

631 

01:32:13.010 --> 01:32:21.099 

NorCOG: all of these additional wetlands, ie. Where you you can't do it. 

Now, how are you going to do it? With the additional increase in the 

 

632 

01:32:21.420 --> 01:32:24.989 

NorCOG: or reduced reduction in the amount of wetland acreage. 

 

633 

01:32:25.440 --> 01:32:30.399 

Krista Spohr: And if that happens, then it's proof that we can't do it, 

and then we can petition to get more help. 

 

634 

01:32:31.170 --> 01:32:36.069 

NorCOG: So is that is that in the are you doing that? Now? I mean, it's 

obvious. 

 

635 

01:32:36.300 --> 01:32:37.820 

Krista Spohr: Yes, yes. 

 

636 

01:32:37.820 --> 01:32:45.780 



NorCOG: Then challenges to you doing wetland delineation under the 

current law with the expanded stuff. Are you trying to get more staff. 

 

637 

01:32:45.780 --> 01:32:49.079 

Krista Spohr: Absolutely every single year we try to get more staff. 

 

638 

01:32:49.460 --> 01:32:54.709 

Krista Spohr: We got 5 new hires, for with this legislation package. 

 

639 

01:32:55.360 --> 01:32:56.820 

Krista Spohr: and we are. 

 

640 

01:32:56.930 --> 01:33:03.359 

Krista Spohr: we are fully aware that it's probably gonna require more 

than just 5. But 

 

641 

01:33:04.250 --> 01:33:09.859 

Krista Spohr: we can. We're kind of like the child, and we have to ask 

the parent for such a thing. 

 

642 

01:33:10.620 --> 01:33:11.380 

NorCOG: And 

 

643 

01:33:11.570 --> 01:33:14.230 

NorCOG: the most of the work with the wet and the New 

 

644 

01:33:14.340 --> 01:33:18.480 

NorCOG: Wetlands law is going to be done out of Albany. It's not going to 

be done regionally. 

 

645 

01:33:18.730 --> 01:33:27.930 

Krista Spohr: So it's a combination. The 1st initial is going to be 

Albany remotely, but all Albany works with the region. The region will 

also be seeing 

 

646 

01:33:27.940 --> 01:33:37.909 

Krista Spohr: what Albany is seeing remotely, and then, if it's needed, 

they will go on site and give us on-site feedback. 

 

647 

01:33:37.980 --> 01:33:59.309 

Krista Spohr: We've been doing remote determination for large energy 

projects for years. So this isn't anything new to us. This is also a 

process that the army corps uses. They don't do regulatory maps. They do 



remote determinations. Most of the country has switched to remote 

determinations. It's just better technology, a better way to do it. 

 

648 

01:34:01.081 --> 01:34:06.050 

NorCOG: On your average average energy project? What is the acreage on an 

average energy project? 

 

649 

01:34:07.150 --> 01:34:08.540 

Krista Spohr: Well, how big is micron. 

 

650 

01:34:09.360 --> 01:34:11.750 

NorCOG: Oh, God! I don't know how big is it? 

 

651 

01:34:12.470 --> 01:34:13.190 

Krista Spohr: And 

 

652 

01:34:14.040 --> 01:34:16.540 

Krista Spohr: thousands, thousands of acres. 

 

653 

01:34:16.540 --> 01:34:17.850 

NorCOG: Thousands of acres, right? 

 

654 

01:34:17.850 --> 01:34:25.919 

Krista Spohr: I don't. I don't know. I'm unfamiliar with how large, but I 

can come back to you with the answer of how big the energy projects are. 

 

655 

01:34:25.920 --> 01:34:29.090 

NorCOG: I guess I'm trying to help with Rick. He's he's stating that 

 

656 

01:34:29.570 --> 01:34:36.720 

NorCOG: your statement was, we track, you know, remote from all we need 

energy projects. But those are large projects, low. 

 

657 

01:34:36.800 --> 01:34:38.990 

NorCOG: you know, not a large 

 

658 

01:34:39.220 --> 01:34:51.070 

NorCOG: and well, a lot of residential projects, and many of them going 

on every day and permits going. And so you're going to be overwhelmed 

immediately. And so that's the concern. 

 

659 

01:34:51.070 --> 01:34:58.269 



Krista Spohr: I definitely understand the concern. We have the same 

concern here, which is why we petition for more staff. 

 

660 

01:34:58.340 --> 01:35:00.409 

Krista Spohr: And that's what I'm saying. It's it's 

 

661 

01:35:01.110 --> 01:35:01.780 

Krista Spohr: it is. 

 

662 

01:35:01.780 --> 01:35:02.970 

NorCOG: 22. 

 

663 

01:35:02.970 --> 01:35:15.560 

Krista Spohr: It is a catch 22, but something has to be done. This was 

also, we don't make the laws. The law was given to us to regulate. We are 

not the creators of the law, so we are doing the best that we can with 

what we have given. 

 

664 

01:35:15.730 --> 01:35:16.770 

NorCOG: And that's where. 

 

665 

01:35:16.770 --> 01:35:35.250 

Krista Spohr: It's going to require a conversation and a trust to trust 

that we we all of us in the room just want to do the right thing. We know 

that there is a need for economic growth. There's a need we do not. We're 

not trying to be the overreach, the government overreach. So 

 

666 

01:35:35.380 --> 01:35:37.489 

Krista Spohr: start the conversation. 

 

667 

01:35:37.990 --> 01:35:42.120 

Krista Spohr: We're not just because you have wetlands on your property 

or 

 

668 

01:35:42.400 --> 01:35:53.180 

Krista Spohr: adjacent area where you want to be doesn't mean that you're 

not going to get a permit to build it just requires a little bit more 

conversation with the State. 

 

669 

01:35:55.430 --> 01:35:56.040 

NorCOG: Hmm! 

 

670 

01:35:56.540 --> 01:35:58.360 



NorCOG: Well, we were. 

 

671 

01:35:58.710 --> 01:36:06.419 

NorCOG: Wouldn't it been easier just to update the maps for the 7 

million? No, just to update them. 

 

672 

01:36:06.420 --> 01:36:12.000 

Krista Spohr: So many years there was. There's so it took so many years 

just to update. 

 

673 

01:36:12.780 --> 01:36:16.430 

Krista Spohr: It's too inefficient of a project and wait 

 

674 

01:36:16.440 --> 01:36:18.330 

Krista Spohr: way, too costly 

 

675 

01:36:18.670 --> 01:36:23.990 

Krista Spohr: cause. We're losing more and more wetlands with the event, 

like, it's just not worth it. 

 

676 

01:36:26.220 --> 01:36:28.179 

NorCOG: But so I have 2 more questions. 

 

677 

01:36:28.220 --> 01:36:30.270 

NorCOG: Yeah, well, I have 3 more. Actually 

 

678 

01:36:31.240 --> 01:36:43.889 

NorCOG: one. I'll read this one is that the rationale for this new 

regulation is the rationale for this new regulation, a result of 

municipalities not doing a satisfactory job of protecting wetlands. 

 

679 

01:36:44.550 --> 01:36:46.130 

Krista Spohr: No, not at all. 

 

680 

01:36:47.370 --> 01:36:48.919 

NorCOG: This is the story. 

 

681 

01:36:49.390 --> 01:36:50.420 

NorCOG: Go ahead. 

 

682 

01:36:50.420 --> 01:36:51.360 

Krista Spohr: No go ahead! 



 

683 

01:36:52.010 --> 01:37:00.150 

NorCOG: I don't believe municipal. The charge for protecting wetlands is 

with the Dec. Primarily identifies helps. 

 

684 

01:37:00.320 --> 01:37:05.339 

NorCOG: The landowner identify those wetlands, but they're not charged 

with protecting. 

 

685 

01:37:05.590 --> 01:37:20.110 

Krista Spohr: No, there's only there's an option in the statute where, if 

there's a municipality that wants to take over the regulation of the 

wetlands, they can, and that's that's a whole nother thing. There's only 

one 

 

686 

01:37:20.140 --> 01:37:35.299 

Krista Spohr: or 2 places in the State where they have done that, and 

that they're both down in Long Island, because they have very specialized 

tidal wetlands, different wetlands. But no, and that's what. Also, when I 

spoke to other municipalities early in this year. 

 

687 

01:37:35.640 --> 01:38:05.020 

Krista Spohr: if you look at it this way, there's never been a Wetlands 

outreach person for Dec. My position was created because of these 

regulations, and they saw, well, if you're going to totally change these 

regulations, you need to have somebody telling people about it. But there 

was never a person to really tell people about the old regulations. So 

municipalities have been very much in the dark for a long time, and it is 

my job to make sure that that is not 

 

688 

01:38:05.490 --> 01:38:08.539 

Krista Spohr: the case going forward. And I 

 

689 

01:38:08.750 --> 01:38:22.109 

Krista Spohr: what it is my job to figure out how to best educate and 

give you guys the best tools so that you don't feel like we're pulling 

the rug out from underneath you. So you do feel like you can 

 

690 

01:38:22.340 --> 01:38:29.530 

Krista Spohr: ask questions, and, you know, be able to work with us, and 

we're not working against you. 

 

691 

01:38:31.980 --> 01:38:36.710 

NorCOG: Okay. So if if you're really serious about protecting vernal 

pools. 



 

692 

01:38:36.740 --> 01:38:47.039 

NorCOG: which it appears that you are, because you've got a whole set of 

regulations that deal with that. Why, why would you make it voluntary? 

The identification of those pools. 

 

693 

01:38:47.320 --> 01:38:48.560 

NorCOG: volunteers. 

 

694 

01:38:48.560 --> 01:39:00.000 

Krista Spohr: Because that's part of the balance. If we came on down hard 

with all of these unusual importance criteria, and dropping the threshold 

and getting rid of the regulatory maps. 

 

695 

01:39:00.200 --> 01:39:03.080 

Krista Spohr: There's already upheaval with that. 

 

696 

01:39:03.140 --> 01:39:07.289 

Krista Spohr: And then to put this to not be voluntary on top of that. 

 

697 

01:39:08.100 --> 01:39:10.699 

NorCOG: It. It really suggests a 

 

698 

01:39:11.020 --> 01:39:13.160 

NorCOG: an inconsistency, though I mean. 

 

699 

01:39:13.160 --> 01:39:18.180 

Krista Spohr: It's it's not an inconsistency. It's our way of trying to 

be balanced trying to do 

 

700 

01:39:18.450 --> 01:39:23.089 

Krista Spohr: you both both good by the environment, but also good by 

 

701 

01:39:23.220 --> 01:39:26.830 

Krista Spohr: the constituents and the economics of the state. 

 

702 

01:39:27.620 --> 01:39:31.289 

NorCOG: You probably won't get many people to volunteer their vernal 

pool. 

 

703 

01:39:31.820 --> 01:39:32.420 

Krista Spohr: Maybe not. 



 

704 

01:39:32.420 --> 01:39:38.210 

NorCOG: Just as a suggestion. Okay, the last written question I have, go 

ahead, Neil. You got another question. 

 

705 

01:39:38.560 --> 01:39:40.990 

NorCOG: The last written written question I have 

 

706 

01:39:42.130 --> 01:39:44.150 

NorCOG: is basically asking 

 

707 

01:39:44.300 --> 01:39:48.739 

NorCOG: the relationship between Article 24, which is this. 

 

708 

01:39:48.810 --> 01:39:54.510 

NorCOG: Wetlands law and Article 15, as it relates to property owners 

 

709 

01:39:55.000 --> 01:40:02.860 

NorCOG: that own property on, for example, Oneida Lake, or a river that's 

currently regulated under Article 15. 

 

710 

01:40:02.980 --> 01:40:04.410 

NorCOG: I can read this. 

 

711 

01:40:05.010 --> 01:40:10.479 

NorCOG: But Tom does that kind of is that okay? To ask her that. Or do 

you want me to be more specific? 

 

712 

01:40:11.290 --> 01:40:12.200 

NorCOG: Pretty soft. 

 

713 

01:40:12.370 --> 01:40:13.050 

NorCOG: I mean 

 

714 

01:40:15.560 --> 01:40:16.250 

NorCOG: portion? 

 

715 

01:40:20.770 --> 01:40:21.520 

NorCOG: And I, 

 

716 

01:40:24.430 --> 01:40:25.930 



NorCOG: page 21, 

 

717 

01:40:26.520 --> 01:40:28.450 

NorCOG: 31, yeah. 

 

718 

01:40:31.445 --> 01:40:31.900 

NorCOG: yes. 

 

719 

01:40:32.070 --> 01:40:33.279 

NorCOG: no. It's 

 

720 

01:40:33.720 --> 01:40:41.079 

NorCOG: why, on my 200 feet between the lake and the boat I live on? Or 

is that going to be taken away from me? 

 

721 

01:40:41.300 --> 01:40:46.449 

NorCOG: Do I own my home, or is it in some kind of a web blank mistake 

 

722 

01:40:46.480 --> 01:40:47.709 

NorCOG: which is gonna enable? 

 

723 

01:40:47.820 --> 01:40:48.910 

NorCOG: Can't do that. 

 

724 

01:40:51.130 --> 01:40:56.250 

NorCOG: This this has to do with? I'll read. I'll read Tom's question, 

but I, 

 

725 

01:40:56.290 --> 01:40:59.110 

NorCOG: what this has to do with is with the 

 

726 

01:40:59.540 --> 01:41:01.599 

NorCOG: the ability of the State to 

 

727 

01:41:01.660 --> 01:41:04.880 

NorCOG: designate a lake or a pond 

 

728 

01:41:04.890 --> 01:41:06.249 

NorCOG: as a wetland. 

 

729 

01:41:06.380 --> 01:41:16.509 



NorCOG: I know. I I believe, that they've had that ability. They've never 

done it. Now, under this new law, they're gonna if if the area of a lake 

or the lake itself. I 

 

730 

01:41:16.560 --> 01:41:18.600 

NorCOG: meet certain criterion. 

 

731 

01:41:18.630 --> 01:41:20.869 

NorCOG: They can designate that as a wetland. 

 

732 

01:41:21.640 --> 01:41:23.620 

NorCOG: That's accurate. Am I correct? There. 

 

733 

01:41:23.620 --> 01:41:28.599 

Krista Spohr: Yes. So what the criterion is that makes that lake 

 

734 

01:41:28.660 --> 01:41:35.578 

Krista Spohr: into a wetland. It's in a lake that has certain sub aquatic 

vegetation that is 

 

735 

01:41:37.130 --> 01:41:41.640 

Krista Spohr: and it's usually, and it's always in shallow, weedy lakes. 

 

736 

01:41:42.350 --> 01:41:43.479 

NorCOG: So if you make 

 

737 

01:41:43.700 --> 01:41:49.629 

NorCOG: Oneida Lake fits that description, I can tell you that right now, 

and it has the the plant species 

 

738 

01:41:49.820 --> 01:41:50.710 

NorCOG: that 

 

739 

01:41:51.770 --> 01:41:59.969 

NorCOG: the indicator species that would classify it could classify it 

that way. So if you designate a portion or all of Oneida Lake as a 

wetland. 

 

740 

01:42:00.060 --> 01:42:02.159 

NorCOG: then that buffer zone 

 

741 

01:42:02.180 --> 01:42:06.600 



NorCOG: is going to come into play. The 100 foot buffer zone from the 

lake back. 

 

742 

01:42:07.070 --> 01:42:08.730 

NorCOG: Is that accurate and. 

 

743 

01:42:08.730 --> 01:42:09.740 

Krista Spohr: That is accurate. 

 

744 

01:42:09.870 --> 01:42:13.500 

Krista Spohr: That's accurate. But also let me tell you that 

 

745 

01:42:13.640 --> 01:42:16.890 

Krista Spohr: it. We understand how this is a huge. 

 

746 

01:42:17.810 --> 01:42:33.240 

Krista Spohr: a huge shift, and we don't not want to regulate every 

single thing that was never regulated before in a lake. I couldn't come 

out to you today because I just got back from Chautauqua Lake, and we had 

a 

 

747 

01:42:33.310 --> 01:42:40.220 

Krista Spohr: general permit meeting with them. So that was the general 

permit. Because we were given these regulations. 

 

748 

01:42:40.350 --> 01:42:43.290 

Krista Spohr: We have to regulate them. This is the law. 

 

749 

01:42:43.450 --> 01:43:04.000 

Krista Spohr: so a general permit is our way of easing the burden of the 

regulations on the people who have lakefront property, and that would be 

something where activities it would be an activity based general permit 

and so frequently done activities like 

 

750 

01:43:07.450 --> 01:43:08.300 

Krista Spohr: So 

 

751 

01:43:08.580 --> 01:43:12.659 

Krista Spohr: something that is regulated in a wetland would be 

 

752 

01:43:12.700 --> 01:43:16.520 

Krista Spohr: dredging, filling, building a new structure. 

 



753 

01:43:16.906 --> 01:43:26.630 

Krista Spohr: So we're like, so when having this meeting, we said, we 

were like, Okay, what are the activities, the frequent activities that 

you do, that you would want to put in a general permit. 

 

754 

01:43:27.110 --> 01:43:30.089 

Krista Spohr: and things like fire pits came up. 

 

755 

01:43:30.120 --> 01:43:35.500 

Krista Spohr: A lot of people want to build more fire pits. So, but 

something that is not 

 

756 

01:43:35.610 --> 01:43:46.660 

Krista Spohr: a regulated activity in an article 24 area on a lake would 

be regular maintenance. So if there's already an existing dock, if 

there's already 

 

757 

01:43:47.502 --> 01:44:02.109 

Krista Spohr: home that's within the adjacent area. If there's so any 

maintenance routine maintenance of that, there's no permit needed. 

There's nothing. It's when there's new builds and new dredging and new 

like. 

 

758 

01:44:02.160 --> 01:44:09.640 

Krista Spohr: even if there is a lake in Oneida Lake. If there is 

portions that have sand right sandy beaches. 

 

759 

01:44:11.100 --> 01:44:15.930 

Krista Spohr: If you've always had that sandy beach, and you always have 

to replenish that sand 

 

760 

01:44:16.060 --> 01:44:30.769 

Krista Spohr: every year. That's not regulated. That's routine 

maintenance. Now, if you wanted to create a new beach and put in sand 

somewhere else for the 1st time, that is a regulated activity, if it's in 

the wetland, because that's considered adding, Fill. 

 

761 

01:44:30.810 --> 01:44:32.710 

Krista Spohr: does that answer your question? 

 

762 

01:44:35.450 --> 01:44:37.010 

NorCOG: Why, why, wouldn't 

 

763 



01:44:37.320 --> 01:44:40.020 

NorCOG: you know Article 15 

 

764 

01:44:42.760 --> 01:44:49.130 

NorCOG: basically regulates lakes and rivers as it relates to stream 

banks and river and bottoms 

 

765 

01:44:49.490 --> 01:44:53.960 

NorCOG: that that wasn't satisfactory. I mean, that's not enough 

regulation. 

 

766 

01:44:54.030 --> 01:44:58.230 

NorCOG: You needed this extra level of regulation to put onto the people 

 

767 

01:44:58.280 --> 01:44:59.650 

NorCOG: to protect one. 

 

768 

01:44:59.910 --> 01:45:13.039 

Krista Spohr: Because in the law it says that wetlands are different 

types of wetlands that we protect. And so one of those types of wetlands 

is sub aquatic vegetation. 

 

769 

01:45:13.670 --> 01:45:14.780 

Krista Spohr: So 

 

770 

01:45:15.420 --> 01:45:24.300 

Krista Spohr: that that is why we say, well, this is how we're going to 

handle that, because that is a lot, and we're going to handle it with 

general permits. 

 

771 

01:45:27.870 --> 01:45:37.920 

Krista Spohr: It is the law that they gave us, and we are just trying to 

find the easiest way to implement that law without the most upheaval. 

 

772 

01:45:39.470 --> 01:45:43.249 

NorCOG: Who participated in drafting the the changes in the law. 

 

773 

01:45:44.570 --> 01:45:49.180 

NorCOG: Somebody had to put something, or, I mean, is there somebody 

responsible for making these changes. 

 

774 

01:45:49.860 --> 01:45:51.200 

Krista Spohr: Yeah, the lawmakers. 



 

775 

01:45:51.200 --> 01:45:54.430 

NorCOG: Yeah, who? There's usually somebody puts their name to it. I 

mean. 

 

776 

01:45:54.430 --> 01:46:04.680 

Krista Spohr: Yes, I can. I can find that out for you if you send me an 

email and remind me of your name and send me like who your name. 

 

777 

01:46:04.680 --> 01:46:12.059 

NorCOG: These regulations came through the legislature. Is that what 

you're suggesting? And there were bills that are introduced into the. 

 

778 

01:46:12.060 --> 01:46:12.870 

Krista Spohr: Yes. 

 

779 

01:46:13.310 --> 01:46:26.189 

NorCOG: But my, the fact is that there isn't anybody in that legislature 

that's competent to identify any of the criterion that you've established 

in here that had to come from Dec programs. People. 

 

780 

01:46:26.190 --> 01:46:31.680 

Krista Spohr: Because then they they start it right? They start. Okay. So 

we say. 

 

781 

01:46:32.480 --> 01:46:40.769 

Krista Spohr: we pushed to get the regulatory maps off. That was in the 

regulatory package that we pushed forward because the maps are 

inefficient. 

 

782 

01:46:41.080 --> 01:46:48.750 

Krista Spohr: But then sitting here and bickering about, this doesn't do 

any good because it's happening. So I'm just trying to assist you with 

how it's happening. 

 

783 

01:46:48.880 --> 01:46:52.659 

NorCOG: I know it doesn't do any good, but at least we gotta answer the 

questions correct. 

 

784 

01:46:53.290 --> 01:46:56.769 

Krista Spohr: That's true. If it makes you feel better, I am happy to do 

that. 

 

785 



01:46:57.680 --> 01:47:00.149 

NorCOG: She's got okay. We've got a question back there. 

 

786 

01:47:00.790 --> 01:47:04.970 

NorCOG: Well, come on up and answer it. 

 

787 

01:47:14.890 --> 01:47:18.769 

NorCOG: My name is Brittany Jarrett. I'm with some women. Barclays 

Office. 

 

788 

01:47:19.320 --> 01:47:25.480 

NorCOG: And I'm I'm just listening to the presentation and taking some 

notes tonight, too. 

 

789 

01:47:25.855 --> 01:47:32.789 

NorCOG: And I appreciate you circulating the letter and the statement 

that he put out with his concerns on this. 

 

790 

01:47:32.860 --> 01:47:42.410 

NorCOG: But just to answer the question, I did a little research before 

coming here, and it was 2022 Budget Bill that this was a part of. 

 

791 

01:47:42.730 --> 01:47:49.120 

NorCOG: So it was all within that massive part. Qq, I think. Yeah, it 

was. 

 

792 

01:47:49.450 --> 01:47:51.709 

NorCOG: And that was 

 

793 

01:47:52.040 --> 01:47:58.510 

NorCOG: that was where it came from, so as far as we could track. It 

wasn't a particular 

 

794 

01:47:58.800 --> 01:48:02.109 

NorCOG: author, but a program well, right from 

 

795 

01:48:02.180 --> 01:48:03.290 

NorCOG: the government 

 

796 

01:48:03.980 --> 01:48:10.969 

NorCOG: to Rick's Point, where, like, there's nobody there to draft that 

bill other than Dvc input to push the bill through to. 

 



797 

01:48:11.100 --> 01:48:14.759 

NorCOG: You know what I mean. I can't imagine them thinking this up on 

their own. 

 

798 

01:48:15.450 --> 01:48:20.480 

NorCOG: It's also it's also why New York State needs to stop making laws 

through the budget process. 

 

799 

01:48:20.500 --> 01:48:25.049 

NorCOG: We can't agree with you more. Thank thank you. 

 

800 

01:48:25.410 --> 01:48:34.630 

NorCOG: So before I go there, I got time. Did I? Did your question get 

answered? He's the only one of 4 that wrote it. I can read it verbatim. 

Do you want me to read it? No. 

 

801 

01:48:36.290 --> 01:48:37.909 

NorCOG: they're not taking your help. 

 

802 

01:48:38.313 --> 01:48:41.760 

NorCOG: Okay? So we can take a few more questions. Go ahead 

 

803 

01:48:41.770 --> 01:48:44.920 

NorCOG: because she can't hear you unless you have. No. 

 

804 

01:48:45.550 --> 01:48:50.340 

NorCOG: no, don't give him hell now. All she's gotta do is hang up. 

 

805 

01:48:51.275 --> 01:48:52.069 

NorCOG: Yeah, I know. 

 

806 

01:48:52.070 --> 01:48:55.579 

Krista Spohr: I won't do that, no matter how mad I get. Don't worry. 

 

807 

01:48:57.050 --> 01:49:02.699 

NorCOG: So quick. Just overview of what just happened to us is we bought 

a hundred acres. 

 

808 

01:49:02.870 --> 01:49:05.130 

NorCOG: and on 

 

809 



01:49:05.270 --> 01:49:10.450 

NorCOG: we bought it, because originally on the maps. It was about 15 to 

20 acres of wetlands. 

 

810 

01:49:10.750 --> 01:49:14.789 

NorCOG: We were planning to have 2 new construction builds on it. 

 

811 

01:49:14.830 --> 01:49:28.460 

NorCOG: and on one side of it, where my father was building. He wanted to 

have the Dec. Come out and just map out the wetlands that were there to 

make sure we weren't in that original 100 foot buffer zone. 

 

812 

01:49:28.680 --> 01:49:32.050 

NorCOG: Now she came and made 

 

813 

01:49:32.490 --> 01:49:33.800 

NorCOG: are 

 

814 

01:49:34.050 --> 01:49:40.699 

NorCOG: basically our entire piece of land wetlands. It's now 90 acres of 

wetlands 

 

815 

01:49:41.120 --> 01:49:45.179 

NorCOG: instead of just the original 20, which is the reason why we 

bought it. 

 

816 

01:49:45.530 --> 01:49:55.290 

NorCOG: So now, moving forward, we have this small little corner about 10 

acres in the back left corner that we are allowed to build on. 

 

817 

01:49:55.760 --> 01:49:56.990 

NorCOG: And 

 

818 

01:49:57.130 --> 01:50:07.089 

NorCOG: at this point it's like, what is your permitting process going to 

look like? It's probably going to take, you know, 10 years to get through 

it, because you're going to have so many different permits. 

 

819 

01:50:07.630 --> 01:50:15.289 

NorCOG: and or how stringent are your regulations going to be on this 

permitting process if we did want to take. 

 

820 

01:50:15.340 --> 01:50:19.840 



NorCOG: I don't know. Section out an acre, 2 acres, 5 acres of 

 

821 

01:50:20.010 --> 01:50:22.820 

NorCOG: wetlands to maybe build on. 

 

822 

01:50:23.200 --> 01:50:26.630 

NorCOG: And because now, we have all wetlands. Basically. 

 

823 

01:50:27.370 --> 01:50:28.030 

NorCOG: yeah. 

 

824 

01:50:28.210 --> 01:50:29.150 

Krista Spohr: Then I 

 

825 

01:50:29.360 --> 01:50:34.316 

Krista Spohr: I totally hear how frustrating that is, and that is also a 

reason why 

 

826 

01:50:35.370 --> 01:50:45.080 

Krista Spohr: the maps need to be Redone. There's a lot of uncertainty. 

We're currently, if you look at the environmental resource mapper, 

there's a 500 foot check zone 

 

827 

01:50:45.140 --> 01:50:53.429 

Krista Spohr: that it says. And we give that 500 foot check zone, because 

that's to say, Hey, if you're anywhere it, we it. 

 

828 

01:50:53.530 --> 01:50:58.389 

Krista Spohr: We give you 500 feet because there's an uncertainty here. 

And I, 

 

829 

01:50:58.600 --> 01:51:00.820 

Krista Spohr: yeah, that sucks. 

 

830 

01:51:00.820 --> 01:51:05.709 

NorCOG: 500 feet is a little bit different than changing it. About 80 

acres. 

 

831 

01:51:05.710 --> 01:51:08.310 

Krista Spohr: Yeah. And that's so. Your region. 7. 

 

832 

01:51:09.640 --> 01:51:11.570 



NorCOG: Yes, sure. Yes, yes. 

 

833 

01:51:11.570 --> 01:51:16.239 

Krista Spohr: Yes, okay, and so the permitting process 

 

834 

01:51:17.290 --> 01:51:21.917 

Krista Spohr: they're like, I said, especially after what you're dealing 

with. 

 

835 

01:51:22.780 --> 01:51:24.670 

Krista Spohr: it's not that 

 

836 

01:51:25.110 --> 01:51:42.309 

Krista Spohr: if you give a site plan. If you say what you want to do, we 

will work with you. There is building within an adjacent area the 1st 

thing is to avoid. But if you can avoid, and it sounds like you can't 

avoid, because now you're working to go, you went from 100 acres to 10 

acres. 

 

837 

01:51:42.690 --> 01:51:43.910 

Krista Spohr: and then. 

 

838 

01:51:43.960 --> 01:51:51.460 

Krista Spohr: because you can't avoid your end to mitigate. Okay, well, 

what exactly is is it that you want to do? And then they look at what you 

want to do 

 

839 

01:51:51.640 --> 01:51:59.819 

Krista Spohr: and how big of an impact that would be onto the wetland, 

depending on what it, what you want to do. So just 

 

840 

01:51:59.840 --> 01:52:01.450 

Krista Spohr: it's a back and forth. 

 

841 

01:52:01.930 --> 01:52:04.380 

NorCOG: How stringent are these going to be. 

 

842 

01:52:05.330 --> 01:52:12.210 

Krista Spohr: It's site specific. So did they tell you what kind, what 

classification those wetlands are. 

 

843 

01:52:13.480 --> 01:52:14.980 

NorCOG: No, not yet. 



 

844 

01:52:14.980 --> 01:52:20.419 

Krista Spohr: Okay? So that is a major thing. It's a lot different if 

it's a class one than a class 4. 

 

845 

01:52:22.240 --> 01:52:31.709 

NorCOG: Okay, now, it's a when did you start your process right now? Oh, 

I have built it. So we we bought it. What? 2 years ago. 

 

846 

01:52:31.840 --> 01:52:33.380 

NorCOG: 2 years ago. 

 

847 

01:52:34.990 --> 01:52:39.209 

NorCOG: the only, the the delineation just happened in the beginning of 

September. 

 

848 

01:52:39.780 --> 01:52:40.629 

NorCOG: and 

 

849 

01:52:41.490 --> 01:52:52.180 

NorCOG: I had already, so I divided the property from not 100 acres from 

5 acres and 95. I gave her 5 acres of it, and when they did the 

delineation 

 

850 

01:52:52.210 --> 01:52:56.319 

NorCOG: they literally went on the driveway which runs up the property 

line. 

 

851 

01:52:56.450 --> 01:52:59.560 

NorCOG: There's alleviation. Run right along the driveway 

 

852 

01:52:59.880 --> 01:53:01.960 

NorCOG: across where she wanted to build her health 

 

853 

01:53:02.150 --> 01:53:09.869 

NorCOG: across within 50 foot of the existing old barn that was there, 

and then heads to a probably more west direction. 

 

854 

01:53:10.110 --> 01:53:19.109 

NorCOG: and they literally cut right across there. I thought I was like 

this 2,200 foot road from, and all we have to to work with is the 

original driver. 

 



855 

01:53:19.537 --> 01:53:23.580 

NorCOG: point 240 work front, which is now all gotten. 

 

856 

01:53:24.690 --> 01:53:28.639 

NorCOG: There's no room for a driveway, not except for the existing 

driveway. 

 

857 

01:53:28.870 --> 01:53:31.700 

NorCOG: and I am compatible. 

 

858 

01:53:31.830 --> 01:53:34.349 

NorCOG: I don't know a whole lot, but it's only 38. 

 

859 

01:53:34.500 --> 01:53:40.419 

NorCOG: They showed up with onyx maps on their phone previously. And 

that's how we were mapping in. 

 

860 

01:53:41.000 --> 01:53:52.970 

NorCOG: So can you hear any of that? Or is it. 

 

861 

01:53:52.970 --> 01:53:56.719 

Krista Spohr: I trying to get the gist I get the gist. It's. 

 

862 

01:53:58.138 --> 01:54:08.069 

NorCOG: Would like to start building in spring. 

 

863 

01:54:08.500 --> 01:54:18.379 

NorCOG: And how long is this process going to take? Am I going to take a 

year of permitting of going back and forth and back and forth, and I'm 

getting pushed another year to build. 

 

864 

01:54:18.380 --> 01:54:26.570 

Krista Spohr: I know that is not the goal. That is not the goal on our 

side, either, because it just takes longer and longer. It drags it out 

for both of us. 

 

865 

01:54:26.570 --> 01:54:34.620 

NorCOG: Well, correct. I'm just wondering again with your you're going to 

be overwhelmed in the amount of wetlands that we're now currently have. 

You're gonna have an 

 

866 

01:54:34.750 --> 01:54:37.880 



NorCOG: in a crazy amount of hermits, I can only imagine. 

 

867 

01:54:39.090 --> 01:54:40.329 

NorCOG: So we'll have to see. 

 

868 

01:54:40.330 --> 01:54:41.709 

Krista Spohr: We get there. I don't. 

 

869 

01:54:41.710 --> 01:54:42.560 

NorCOG: Yeah, but. 

 

870 

01:54:42.560 --> 01:54:43.989 

Krista Spohr: I don't have a crystal ball. 

 

871 

01:54:43.990 --> 01:54:44.860 

NorCOG: Alright. 

 

872 

01:54:45.140 --> 01:54:51.869 

NorCOG: Alright. So I think that we're gonna have to wrap up the 

questions. It's 9 o'clock. We usually try to end by now. 

 

873 

01:54:52.299 --> 01:54:57.099 

NorCOG: Krista's email address, I hope, is either it's probably on that 

documentation. 

 

874 

01:54:57.590 --> 01:55:01.430 

Krista Spohr: It's in. It's also in the Pdf. Of the slides. 

 

875 

01:55:01.430 --> 01:55:08.320 

NorCOG: So you can email her a question and hopefully, she'll get back to 

you. And beyond that. 

 

876 

01:55:09.380 --> 01:55:10.799 

NorCOG: it is what it is 

 

877 

01:55:11.970 --> 01:55:12.650 

NorCOG: in the year. 

 

878 

01:55:15.140 --> 01:55:16.700 

NorCOG: So Krista. 

 

879 



01:55:16.700 --> 01:55:17.310 

Krista Spohr: Yes. 

 

880 

01:55:17.310 --> 01:55:19.009 

NorCOG: You still there? Thanks a lot. 

 

881 

01:55:19.010 --> 01:55:20.809 

Krista Spohr: You're welcome. Thank you. 

 

882 

01:55:20.810 --> 01:55:21.550 

NorCOG: Better. 

 

883 

01:55:21.760 --> 01:55:22.719 

Krista Spohr: Thank you. 

 

884 

01:55:22.720 --> 01:55:24.420 

NorCOG: Away from Chautauqua Lake. 

 

885 

01:55:26.290 --> 01:55:27.340 

NorCOG: See you later. 

 

886 

01:55:27.340 --> 01:55:31.529 

Krista Spohr: Bye, have a good day, guys. Thank you for listening to hard 

stuff to hear. 

 

887 

01:55:31.740 --> 01:55:35.070 

Krista Spohr: But honestly, we're not trying to be jerks. 

 

888 

01:55:36.080 --> 01:55:36.890 

Krista Spohr: Thanks. 

 

889 

01:55:37.550 --> 01:56:00.839 

NorCOG: Wanted to mention that Krista's presentation will be available. 

It's a Pdf. On the Norcog website, which is norcog.org. The Pdf. Will be 

there. And I believe the last slide has her email address on it. We're 

also planning on posting the Zoom recording of tonight's meeting on the 

Norcog website as soon as I can get that up there. 

 

890 

01:56:17.840 --> 01:56:22.160 

NorCOG: You know, you're gonna lose a large section of your land for 

development 

 

891 



01:56:22.350 --> 01:56:43.059 

NorCOG: for a monetary return. 

 

892 

01:56:57.200 --> 01:57:11.289 

NorCOG: Anything out as much as possible. Yeah, because I part of where I 

wanted to build was in checkbook 

 

893 

01:57:11.520 --> 01:57:18.385 

NorCOG: so 

 

894 

01:57:25.570 --> 01:57:30.479 

NorCOG: proper protocols. At least let me get delineation right 

 

895 

01:57:30.610 --> 01:57:43.249 

NorCOG: when she came to do the literally, she walked straight. 900. 

 

896 

01:57:43.560 --> 01:57:49.970 

NorCOG: Some of it is still at the old way. But yeah, but I also lived on 

the pitch 

 

897 

01:57:50.420 --> 01:58:03.480 

NorCOG: going through. It's not in the check. 

 


